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ADVERTISEMENT. 



IN compliance with the advice of feveral in- 
genious friends, I give as a Preface to this Work 
the ProfpeStus of it, which I wrote and publiffied 
fome .months ago. An unavoidable delay has hap- 
pened in the publication of this Number, occa- 
fioned by the unforefeen difficulty of procuring 
the Oriental Type, and the occurrence of other 
embarraffing and unexpected circumftances. To 
render the future Numbers of the Oriental Col- 
lections as perfect as poffible, I have employed a 
few leifure hours in fuperintending the execution 
of a new Perfian Type, which will, I truft, ex* 4 
hibit as faithful a reprefentation of the true Taleek 
character, as can be effected by any imitative 
powers of the typographick art. But fo very 
difficult, tedious, and, to an individual, fo expen- 
five is the performance of this undertaking, (the 
complicated nature of which thofe who are conver- 
farit with Perfian Manufcripts will eafily conceive) 
that the following line is the only fpecimen of the 
new letters, combined, which I am enabled to give 
in the prefent Number : 
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The Profpedlus, and the arrangement of articles 
in the following pages, will fufficiently declare the 
nature and plan of this work. A mifcellaneous 
plate ftiall offer to the curious, and efpecially to 
the Antiquary, fome fubje&s for ftudy or for ex- 
- planation. Literary Queries, Notices, and An- 
fwers, fhall conclude each Number; and every 
fucceeding one ftiall prefent to the ftudent of the 
Oriental Languages, two or more fpecimens of 
Arabick, Perfian, or Turkifh Poetry, fupplying, 
in fome meafure, the place of original manufcripts, 
and furniftiing fubjedls for tranflation. A Table of 
Contents ftiall be prefixed to each Number; and, 
with the fourth, a general Index given to the whole 
Volume. A Lift of Subfcribers will be found in 
the Second and Fourth Numbers. No exertion 
fhall be fpared on my part to render the work 
interefting and ufeful; but I fhall be always ready 
to receive, and avail myfelf of, any hint by which 
its plan may be improved. 

W. OlTSELEY. 

„ Upper Litchfield Street , No. 2 $, 

February , 1797. 
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PROSPECTUS. 



WHILE our Fellow-Countrymen in India, by the annual publi- 
cation of their Refearches , evince that their labours in the cultivation 
of Afiatick Literature have not been wafted on a barren foil ; the 
want of a fimilar repertory is felt by many learned and ingenious 
Orientalifts, refident in this country, defirous of conveying to the 
Publick, in their proper refpeftive characters, fuch Extracts from 
original Eaftern Manufcripts as might be deemed worthy of Tran- 
flation or of Comment; fuch Productions, as, from the lightnefs 
of their nature, their defultory ftyle, or their brevity, could not well 
be prefented to the world as diftinCt volumes, (however capable, in 
conjunction with others, of forming an ufeful, interefting, and 
learned work); or fuch ElTays, as the authors, from a neceffity of 
refidence in the country, or difinclination to trouble or expenfe, might 
not find it convenient or agreeable tQ publifti on their own account. 

That a vehicle may be no longer wanting, which, in an elegant 
form, (hall convey fuch Compofitions to the Publick, we have the 
honour to announce our intention of offering to their patronage a 
Periodical Work, to commence with the approaching year, and to 
confift of Tranflations, Effays, and Mifcellaneous Differtations, on 
the various branches of Oriental Literature — a fubjeCt fo extenfive 
and diverfified in its nature, that we fhall offer a few general obfer- 
vations, before we proceed to mention the particulars of our Plan. 

Among the many confiderations which give importance to the 
ftudy of Afiatick Literature, and efpecially induce to the cultivation 
of the Ar abick and Persian Languages, it is almoft unneceffary 
to point out that of "National Interejl , fince it not only occurs of it- 
fclf, but has already been treated of by able writers : we (hall not, 
therefore, dwell on the advantages refulting from a knowledge of 
thofe tongues, to all whom the affairs of Commerce, the adminif- 
tration of Government, or other publick or private bufinefs, may 
lead to vifit our Indian Territories ; — their utility is obvious, and 

b 
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fufficiently evinced by the munificence with which the cultivation 
of them has been encouraged, by the moil enlightened and reipe st- 
able commercial fociety of the world. 

It will be found, that on almoft every fubjeCl, the writers of 
Arabia afford much interefiing matter; — and whatever rapid ad- 
vances towards perfection in Arts and Sciences our northern nations 
may have made in latter ages, there was a time when the dark 
clouds of ignorance and fuperftition hung fo thick on the intellec- 
tual horizon of Europe, as to exclude every ray of learning that darted 
from the Eaft, and all that was polite or elegant in Literature was 
claifed among the “ Stadia Arabum (Lett, on Mythol. 367.^ 

Into the energetick language of the Koran were tranflated the moil 
valuable works of Grecian and Roman Authors — and it is very pro- 
bable that thofe books of Livy’s Hiftory, fo long wiflied for by 
the admirers of claflical learning, are not the only borrowed treafures 
depofited among the Manufcripts of Arabia. 

So many learned Theological Commentators have already demon- 
ft rated the utility of an acquaintance with theARABicK Language, 
to thofe who make a juft interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures 
the objedt of their ftudies, that it feems unnecelfary to dwell on it 
in this place. We hope, in the courfe of our publication, to illus- 
trate and explain, through the medium of the Arabick, many ob- 
fcure and doubtful paffages of JewiJh Hi/lory and Biblical Philology. 

Among the ftudious Persians, fo generally has been diffufed a 
tafte for Literature, Sciences, and the Fine Arts, that, in their 
widely -extended language, the writings on every fubjeCt are almoft 
innumerable. The works of their poets, univerfally allowed to be 
pre-eminent among the nations of the Eaft, are equally the objeCts 
of admiration at Conftantinople and at Ifpahan, and perufcd with 
delight throughout the various regions of Hindoostan ; where, 
indeed, among the nobles, hiftorians, and men of bufinefs, the foft 
and courtly Perjian has nearly fuperfeded the native dialeCts. 

Of Chaldaick, intermixed with the Pahlavi, or ancient 
language of Persia, the ages which have elapfed fince the Mo- 
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narchs of that country, from their Babylonian Palace, gave laws to 
the Afiatick World, have not totally effaced every veftige ; nor are 
we without hopes of being able to prove the affinity of thofe tongues, 
* and the utility of a knowledge of one, in illuftrating the valuable, 

but fcanty, remains of the other. 

That thofe engaged in the ftudy of Grecian Antiquities and 
Literature, may derive confiderable aid from an acquaintance with 
the Hiftory and Language of Persia, we ffiall endeavour to de- 
monftrate in the fucceffive Numbers of the Oriental Collec- 
tions. — A ftrong refemblance, both in fentiments and expreffion, 
has been found in the writings of the Greeks and Perfians; and the 
identity of many hundred words in the languages of both, agreeing 
in fenfe and found, proves that ancient intermixture of the two na- 
tions to which Seneca alludes *, and which feems the natural confe- 
quence of the Macedonian Conqueft. On the fubjedt of this me- 
morable conqueft the partial hiftorians of Greece and Rome have 
> hitherto been our only authorities it were but juft as well as natu- 

ral, to feek farther information in the Perfian records and traditions : 
fome credit is certainly due to the writers of a conquered country, 
on a fubjedt fo important as the fubjugation of their forefathers, and 
the hiftory of thofe who invaded their native land. 

So little of the original Scythian remains in the modem Tur- 
kish, that thofe are more than half mafters of the latter, who are 
acquainted with the Arabick and Perfian Tongues. The trouble of 
rendering themfelves completely fo, will be amply repaid by the 
various ufeful and amufing works offered to their perufal by the 
Turkijh writers, and particularly by their poets, who have judicioufly 
formed their compofitions on the Perfian model. Of fome valuable 
manufcripts, brought not long ago from the Levant, we ftiall occa- 
» fionally prefent our readers with tranflations and interefting extradts. 

* li Videbis gcntes populofque mutafle fedem. Quid fibi volunt in mcdiis Barbaro- 
rum regionibus Graecae urbes ? Quid inter Indos Perfafque Macedonicus fermo ?— Athc- 
nienlis in Ada turba eft.” Conjolat . ad Helv . c. vi. 

b % 
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Of Chinese, Sanscrit, and the various dialects of Hin- 
doostan, we lhall endeavour to procure authentick fpecimens, 
accurate ver lions, and fatisfadtory illuftrations. From the abilities 
and indefatigable perfeverance of fome members of the Aliatick 
Society, who have devoted their time to the ftudy of that wonder- 
ful language, the Sanscrit, difcoveries of the moil interelling 
nature may be expedted. But here we mull lament that a premature 
death forbade him to explore the fecret treafures of Sanscrit Li- 
terature, who had prepared a key to them ; and we mull; content 
ourfelves with hoping, that the mantle of infpiration, fo long worne 
by Sir William Jones , may pafs like that of Elijah into the hands 
of another prophet*. 

Overftepping the geographical boundaries of Asia, we lhall oc- 
calionally follow into Egypt that branch of the Arabick Lan- 
guage, which has widely diffufed itfelf there, and, indeed, perva- 
ded the coaft of Africa from eaft to well:: retracing, however, 
the current to its Arabian fource : and we lhall not conlider the fub- 
jedt of the Coptick Tongue, and the inveltigation of the Anti- 
quities of Egypt, as foreign to our purpofe ; the local lituation of 
that country, in relation to our own, being literally Oriental, its his- 
torical importance univerfally acknowledged, and its ancient influence 
on the laws, religion, arts, and fciences of the Eallem World. 

On the Antiquities of Asia we have reafon to expedt many 
original and curious communications : — Among the grand dejiderata 
on thofe points, perhaps the moll: conliderable is, an explanation of 
the myfterious inferiptions at Persepolis : for, that thofe celebra- 
ted ruins, which, during latter ages, have been called Cbeh * I'minar, 
(jll* or the Forty Pillars , are the remains of the ancient capital 
of Perfia, feems to be the received opinion of modern times, though 
feveral ingenious men have offered various and extraordinary conjee- 

# “ Mihi videtur acerba Temper et immature, mors eorum qui immortale aliquid pa^ 
rant.” Plin. A Di&ionary, Sanfcrit and Latin, was prepared under the immediate 
infpeftion of Sir Wm. Jones, withconfiderable trouble and great expenfe — It is at pre* 
fent on its way to Europe, and is an object wcjl worthy of the national attention. 
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tujes on the fubjeCt ; a fubjeCt, indeed, fo interefting to the genuine 
Oriental Antiquary, that, if he could fuccefsfully exert the powers 
of conjuration, and elicit from his dark recefs the Genius of former 
days, a folution of the Perfepolitan myfteries would probably be 
the objeCt of his firft petition to the hoary oracle. The conjectures 
of many learned Orientalifls on this fubjeCt fhall find an honourable 
place in our publication ; and we folicit from our Antiquarian Cor- 
refpondents the communication of their opinions ; for, though a 
key to thofe characters, hitherto unexplained, may accidentally be 
found, yet the zealous antiquary will not content himfelf with the 
chance of finding,-— he will feek it in the fields of ftudy and the 
paths of learning. 

Although we fhall gladly admit Diflertations on Hebr^o-Bib- 
UCAl Literature and Antiquities, yet it is not to be underftood that 
we (hall adapt our Mifcellany to controverfial correfpondence, or 
difcuflions of theological myfteries. Philological and Ety- 
mological Efiays will be thankfully received : On the fubjeCt of 
Languages , we fhall not, however, forget, that they are merely the 
vehicles of learning and inftruments of fcience. Ufeful knowledge 
and hiftorick truth fhould be the chief objeCts of the linguift ; and only 
as conducive to the attainment of thefe grand points, fhould time and 
ftudy be devoted to the obfcure and doubtful derivation of words, 
the collation of paffages intrinfically unimportant, or the learning of 
ftrange characters and new fyftems of grammatical conftruCtion. 

To the Zoologist and Botanist we fhall endeavour to re- 
commend our Collections, by enriching them' with plates, occafion- 
ally coloured, from accurate and original drawings, of whatever 
are moft rare and curious in the Eaftem department of the Animal 
and Vegetable world. We fhall diverfify our pages with Maps , 
which may illuftrate the ancient and modern Geography of Asia 
and the bordering regions ; and with Views, which may give juft 
ideas of the faces of thofe countries we deferibe. An ample and 
valuable ftock of Manufcripts procured at confiderable trouble and 
expenfe, will furnifh us with copious Extracts from the works of 
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Eaftem Poets; Specimens of Perfian and Indian Painting, wc 
are enabled, by the communications of fome foreign Correfpondents, 
to promife to our Subfcribers ; as well as Original Eflays on the 
fcience and practice of Afiatick Musick, with ‘tunes accurately fet, 
and Engravings of various Inllruments. 

The utility of a work, which may facilitate the acquirement (on 
moderate terms) of Oriental knowledge, and promote the diffulion 
of general learning, will be obvious, when we conlider that, not- 
withftanding the inftitution of the Calcutta Prefs, and the merito- 
rious exertions of thofe who have employed it, the works of Sadee, 
the Laili-Majnun of Hatifi, &c., are as rare, and confe- 
quently as dear, in this country, as if they ftill continued to delight 
and inftruCt the readers of them in manufcript only. 

The defign of the Work now propofed to the Publick would 
never, probably, have been conceived, or, if conceived, fhould 
moll certainly be abandoned, if it were poflible that by the profecu- 
tion of it we Ihould incroach on the plan of any fimilar compilation, 
and thereby anticipate the due reward of others’ labours. Our ma- 
terials are new; the fources from which we draw them original ; and 
we lhall be the firfl in this country to undertake a periodical publi- 
cation of Extracts, in their proper Characters, from Eaftem Wri- 
ters. We therefore folicit the patronage of the Great, and the af- 
liftance of the Learned — and we lhall labour to deferve the appro- 
bation of the Publick : We have promifed much, but we lhall en- 
deavour to perform more. — Whatever be the fuccefs of this attempt, 
he, among the Editors; has a claim to indulgence, who firft fuggef- 
ted the plan, and has undertaken the aCtual compilation, correction, 
and publication of the Work ; — a talk, of which the reward is pre- 
carious; the toil, expenfe, and difficulties, inevitable. 

“ Spc inccrta , certum mihi labor an fujluli .” 

TERENT. PROL. AD HECVR. 

W. OUSELEY, 
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Sketch , Biographical and Literary, of ABU' L- 
TAIEB AL MO TANABBI ; with bis two 
Poems on the Sicknefs and Recovery of SAIF 
UDDAUL A — By the Reverend JOHN 
HADDON HINDLET, M. A. 

AbU’LTAIEB AHMED EBNOLHOSAIN, better known in 
Europe by his name of Motanabbi*, is univerfally celebrated as one 
of the moft original and fublime of Eaftern Poets. If we may 
credit the authorities of Monf. d'Herbelot, his abilities, at a very 
early age, were both powerful and brilliant ; fo much fo indeed, 

fo called, 
the fpirit of prophecy. 



becaufe in his Poems arrogated to himfelf 
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that Abu Teman was the only luminary in the poetic hemifphere 
uneclipfed by their fplendour. 



But this encomium is not general amongft the Arabian critics. 
The elegant and profound Al Mokri*, in a moft efteemed and curious 
work on general Criticifm, took confiderable pains to afcertain the 
various degrees of merit of the more feledt Arabian poets. With 
him Abu'ltaieb ranks only fourth in the fecond clafs of the modern 
age *f*, his name being immediately preceded by thofe of Hobeib 
Bab ter i§ , and Al Rumi || ; Hafan being alone feledted as equal 
to wield the fceptre of immortality. 

But when fuch is the aflemblage of excellence, it is of little con- 
fequence who fliall wear the diftinguifhing laurel. It will be fuf- 
ficient for us to know, that in whatever country the Arabic language 
has been ftudied with the greateft fuccefs, there the poems of Abu'l- 
taieb have gained the moft unequivocal popularity. For full eight 
hundred years they have been the ceafelefs amufement of the learned, 
and the admiration of the elegant, throughout the vaft and once 
highly-cultivated realms of Alia. Nay, at this moment, it is by 
no means improbable that they may be the fubjedts of applauded 
and animated recitation in the crouded caravanfera , and in the tent of 
the Bedouin. And much may we congratulate ourfelves that our 
libraries contain excellent copies of thefe and many other precious 

* in his work called ly$-iU -J “ the jewels of the 

belles-lettres, and the treafure of the poets.” 

+ ts 5 t ® ^ 



Digitized by t^OOQle 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 



1797.] ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 3 

germs of departed genius, which only want the protecting heat of 
patronage, and the cultivating hand of tafte, to bloom anew in our 
European confervatories, and to delight and adorn pofterity. 



Our Poet was bom in the 308th year of the hegira : his parents 
were poor people of the tribe of Joqfi*, and dwelt at Cufah, in a 
fmall ftreet called Kenda*, where the daily occupation of water- 
carriers (a trade of fome requeft in fo hot a climate) ferved to main- 
tain them in a refpeCled poverty. It is probable that young 
Abu'ltaieb betrayed fome remarkable figns of ability at a very 
early period ; for we find him foon emancipated from the ob- 
fcurity of his fituation, and a celebrated ftudent at the Univerfity 
of Damafcus. The refinement of his native language, and the 
ftudy of polite literature, were now the delightful employment of 
his time and talents ; and I can with pleafure refer the reader to a 
curious epigram and the anecdotes refpeCling it, preferved in the 
ineftimable repofitory -f* of Monf. d'Herbelot , for a few very valu- 
able lights on this part of our Poet’s life. He did not, however, 
confine his ftudies merely to the improvement of his mind. His 
vivacity prompted him to confider every manly excellence as within 
the grafp of his exertions ; and his attainments were indeed fur- 
prifing ; for, in the lift of his general accomplifhments, he is re- 
corded to have been a perfect mailer of horfemanlhip — to have 
greatly excelled in martial exercifes — in trials of ftrength and Ikill 



• Hence his names and 

t D'Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientale. Art. Motanabbi. old Edition ; to which I have 
been much indebted throughout the whole of this Memoir. 

B 2 
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— in writing an exquifite character — and in the promptitude and 
brilliancy of a moll commanding eloquence. 



But to a mind thus formed by nature for the moll fublime con- 
ceptions, and matured by art to regulate them with judgment, he 
unfortunately added an ambitious weaknefs, not unique in human 
hillory. Buoyed up, and flattered by a juft appreciation of his 
own powers, and the rich munificence of Afiatic princes, — elevated 
with the enthufiafm of poetry, and wrapt up in the wild frenzies 
of an unbounded fancy, Abultaieb is recorded to have believed 
himfelf a fecond Prophet, ordained to purify and refine the faith 
of IJlam. What his more particular tenets were is not known : 
he was, however, bold enough to declare them openly. He pro- 
fefled himfelf a delegate from the Omnipotent, with powers equal, 
if not fuperior, to thofe of Mohammed: that fervant, who, (he de- 
clared) was only commiflioned to deliver the will of the Deity 
through the mean medium of modulated profe, whilft he uttered 
the awful mandates of the Almighty in the rapturous melodies of a 
fublime and lofty poetry, and from the immediate impulfe of the 
Divine Infpiration. Extravagant as thefe ideas were, they foon 
brought him into notice. He had the addrefs to eftablilh a new 
fed; : and fo numerous was the concourfe of his difciples, com- 
prehending the whole of the Kelabites , and feveral complete tribes 
of the Arabs of the Defarts, as to raife the jealoufy of the execu- 
tive power, and to caufe his imprifonment. Here, we may con- 
clude, he had opportunities for cool refledion, and, what was full 
as ufeful to him, the fenfe to apply them profitably : for we foon 
afterwards find him reftored to liberty, abjuring his religious en- 
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thufiafm ; a welcome gueft at the courts of the Syrian Princes ; and 
decking their crowns with the gems of poefy. 

His long * refidence at the courts of Aleppo and Miafarekin was, 
in all probability, the moll happy period of Abu'ltaieb' s life. Be- 
loved, efteemed, and honoured, in this refined fociety, he enjoyed 
without reftraint the company of the firft wits and philofophers of 
Afia, and the unrefcrved favour of a generous and mighty prince. 
The court of Saif Uddaula was the moll polifhed of that polifhed 
period : the monarch himfelf, independant of his martial character, 
was a fcholar and a man of letters. Of his talent for poetry the 
reader may agreeably convince himfelf by confulting the “ Speci- 
mens of Arabian Poetry,” lately publifhed by the very learned 
Profejfor Carlyle. He will there find a delicate morceau of Saif 
Uddaula' s elegantly paraphrafed, and fome valuable information 
refpe&ing the aftonifliing refinement of the court of a Prince of 
Syria at a period, when our now-fo-much enlightened Europe was 
a feat of ignorance. 

We may venture to conclude that Abu'ltaieb remained in this 
Athens of the Eaft till the death of Saif Uddaula: this melancholy 
event happened in the year of the hegira 356. There is not, how- 
ever, any long interval of time, before we again meet him at the • 
court of Cafour , Regent, or rather King of Egypt, whom he ce- 
lebrated in a poem ftill extant. Elmacin v f~, who preferves the be- 

* A period of nineteen years, from the year 337 to 356. 

t Hiftoria Saracenica, p. 226. 
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ginning of the exordium, informs us that it opens in a ftyle highly 
encomiaftical, but breaks off abruptly before it is half finifhed : 
a circumftance originating in fome chagrin or difappointment which 
he then experienced, and which, it is to be feared, he could neither 
forgive nor forget : for his other poems upon Cafour are filled with 
the moil poignant fatire. 

It can occafion no furprife, that this indignant feverity fhould 
caufe him to quit Egypt with precipitation. But at this period no 
man of learning was ever long in want of an afylum; — and the pa- 
lace of Adhad Uddaula , Prince of the Bouides in Perjia , gladly af- 
forded Abu'ltaieb the comforts of hofpitality. But our poet was not 
to be fatisfied with mere comforts : he had long ftudied the cafual- 
ties of courtly favour, and naturally indulged a paffion for thofe fi- 
tuations, where comfort is illumined by confidence, and the focial 
affect ions find repofe, as well as enjoyment. He either felt not this 
here, or continued mental irritation muft have foured his temper. 
In a moment of reftlelfnefs and difguft, he makes the final refolution 
of retiring from public life, and renouncing the fplendid circles of 
royalty, to feek for tranquillity in the abode of peace and retirement. 
Actuated by early fenfibilities and the fweet remembrances of juvenile 
pleafures, he fixes upon Cufah , the place of his nativity, as his laft 
retreat, fully refolved to dedicate the remainder of his life to the de- 
lights of literature. But Providence ordained otherwife : For, on 
palling near Bagdad , the caravan which he had joined was attacked 
at Al Nomania , upon the Tigris , by a predatory band of Arabs of the 
tribe of Ajfad y (inftigated as fome have thought, by thofe who had 
felt the fliafts of his invedtives); and Abu'ltaieb and his fon, after 
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defending themfelves with a defperate bravery, were both hewn 
down, and murdered. 

\ 

The poetry of Abu'ltaieb is copious, energetic, dignified, replete 
with paftoral fimplicity, and with a moil exquifite choice of tender 
and amatorial imagery. Many of his poems are wonderfully fublime 
and magnificent, and are chara&erifed by a glow and fervour of ver- 
fification highly congenial to the Arabian tafte, and peculiarly adapted 
to the native enthufiafm of our poet’s genius. A containing 

the beft of his poems, is preferved ; — and, fortunately for the pre- 
lent ftate of Arabic literature in Afia as well as Europe, has been en- 
riched with the invaluable commentaries of many great and learned 
Philologifts. Among# thefe poems none feem to have met with 
more deferved admiration than feven ajLoS compofed by Abu'ltaieb 
in praife of his royal patron. Thefe are particularly alluded to by 
Elmacin * in his eulogium upon Saif XJddaula , and are undoubtedly 
fome of the moil admired complimentary poems in the Arabick 
language. 

Our public libraries contain many complete copies of Abu'ltaieb ’s 
works ; and the Univerjity of Oxford alone affords ample materials 
for introducing them to the world. The immenfe treafures it pof- 
fefles in Oriental MSS. ; the profound erudition of its profeffors ; 
its variety of excellent types; and, above all, the liberal encourage- 
ment given by the delegates of the prefs to all works of real merit, 
point it out as the place in Europe beft calculated to remove its veil 

* Hift. Saracenica, p. 227. 
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of myflery from Oriental learning. The dignity and extent of our 
immenfe pofleffions in India demand a fchool of this kind : and 
happy fliall I be, if this hint, from one of the meaneft of her children, 
have any falutary influence in accomplifhing an event fo important. 

The following verfes were a folitary tranfcript from the 
fome years ago, — and belong to the encomiaftic department. 
Whether they were included or not in the feven JyUaS of Elmacin , 
compofed in praife of SaifUddaula , as I have no copy of the poems 
in my pofleffion, I cannot now determine. They were certainly 
compofed at his court during the time of Abu'ltaieb ' s long refidence 
there, and were moll probably extemporaneous effufions on the hid- 
den ficknefs and recovery of that great and excellent monarch. I 
have tranflated them freely, — though, I truft, without deviation from 
the originals, or mifconception of my author’s meaning. I merely fay 
this from a knowledge that a perfon, unacquainted with Arabick 
poetry, is by no means aware of the extreme difficulty of compre- 
hending many paflages in a fublime and ancient poet, when unaf- 
fifted by the ufe of Scholia , and dependant on a Angle and uncollated 
manufcript. 
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Abu'ltaieb on the Sicknefs of Smf JJddatda. 

As deadly pale my hero lies. 

And Jicknefs feafts her jaundic’d eyes. 

Nature the dire contagion feels ; 

The peopled earth convulfive reels— 

On valour prey confuming fires. 

And liberality expires. 

How vain the aid of fieep t’infufc 
My troubled mind in opiate dews I 
c 
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The oblivious dream chill fear denies j 
No bright-hair’d vifions glad my eyes j 
But my burft eyeballs feel the flame 
That waftes my Saif Uddaula’s frame. 

Sire ! may thy fure phyflcian prove 
The mighty power of healing love ! 
Who to his creatures can difpenfe 
Sweet health in thy beneficence 1 
For bounty lives abforb’d in thee. 

Pure Fount of Generality I 
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0# & Recovery of Saif Uddaula, by Abiiltaieb . 



He breathes — he lives — the dormant heat 
Of life renews its feverilh beat ! 

Glory her warlike air refumes, 

Waves in the breeze her glittering plumes. 
And far away to hoftile lands 
Abafh’d retire affii Elion's bands I 

He lives— and fpring renew’d to life 
The hardy days of martial ftrife ! 

c 2 
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Again ’gainft adverfe tribes we go j 
Spoil and deftrudtion wait the foe ! 

Blith laughs the liberal mind — and health 
Showers from her clouds diffufive wealth. 

Th* imperial fun with Readier blaze 
Now flreams afar his flood of rays j 
Unfhadowed by the clouds of night, 

Bright glows his vivifying light ; 

While fell difeafe retires difmay’d. 

Nor dims his mighty orb with fliade. 

See, as his royal courfe he fleers 
Irradiate thro* thefe lower Ipheres, 

The vivid rays unlock to fenfe 
The tones of fplendid eloquence — 

And fmiles, in foft fufpended dews. 

Rain princely favour on the mufe. 

Hail ! “ Sword of Empire!” — Oh! how tame 
Such titles * for thy deathlefs fame ! 

* This whole verfe muft be obfcure and uninterefting to the mere European reader. 
It begins by alluding to the fignification of Saif Uddaula’s name, 
or the y word of empire ; and by a ftrong hyperbole reprobates the vanity of attempting 
to prefcrve the memory of fuch a character to pofterity by any expreflions fo inadequate 
to his mighty achievements. The poet afterwards alludes to fome ancient proverb, in 
which the J word is faid to be the Jlave of the warrior ; and which may be contained in 
the valuable collection of Meidani A fimilar idea occurs in a very magnificent poem 
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Vain thought ! as if immortal verfe 
Cou’d e’er thy mortal deeds rehearfe !-— 

Coarfe contradiction ! to confound 
A Prince — a flave in kindred found ! 

The noble Arabs , proud to trace 
The honours of an ancient race 
In Saif TJddaula’s arms and birth. 

Spread wide their glories o’er the earth ! 

E’en Perjia * s tribes — a barbarous * throng, — 

Affociate in the grateful fong. 

Bleft whom the only God approves ; 

Dread guardian of the faith he loves ! 

For IJlam\ long he’s feen thee toil, 

For IJlam heap the hallowed fpoil ; 

And open, at his gracious call, 

The gates of Paradife to all l 

of our author’s on the Lake of Tiberias, in praife of Alt; in which, to fhew his hero’s 
perfect command of all warlike weapons, he declares that 

“ Spears and /words are in his hand J laves and domejiics 

* The Arabs have the fame hauteur of country with the ancient Grecians, deeming 
every nation except their own, particularly neighbouring dates, r** 5 ' barbarians 
This name is often applied to the Perjians with peculiar emphafis, on account of the 
frequent hoftilities and jealoufies proceeding from their continuity of frontier. 

t A general expreflion for the Mohammedan faith. 
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O fire ! how weak are words t’exprefs 
Mine and thy people’s happinefs ! 

Yes — thou’rt reftored — to life — to fame ! 
The thankful millions blefs thy name ! 
Well may they blefs, who alway find 
Thy Health the Health of Human kind ! 
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Of the Fighting BULBUL of BENGAL. 

THE Bird, of which the annexed engraving is a reprefentation, 
was fhot at Sunderbunds, near Calcutta , in December 1795, by a 
gentleman defirous of fending to Europe a correct drawing of that 
celebrated feathered fongfter, fo familiar to every reader of Hafiz, 
Sadi , and the other Perfian poets, as the people of the country af- 
fured him that this was the genuine Bulbul , a word which we com- 
monly tranflate Nightingale, the note of the Perfian bird refembling 
that of our Philomel. 

In the letter which accompanied the drawing of this Indian Bul- 
bul, the gentleman who fent it mentions, that its note, though wild 
and pretty, had not by any means the plaintive fweetnefs of the 
lengthened ft rains which charm the inhabitants of the Sourthern 
parts of Europe : and he expreffes his doubt of its being the fame 
with the Bulbul of Iraun. 

Of this Monf. Le Bruyn has given an engraved reprefentation in 
his Perfian Travels : and we learn from him, that it differs in fome 
refpedts, and particularly in fize, from our Indian bird, though it 
agrees in the grayifh colour of the body, blacknefs of the head, 
and the white tips of the tail. And I have lately been affured by 
thofe who have often feen the Bulbul of Iraun , that this of Bengal 
is confiderably the larger. 
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Yet a Perfian writer, Zakary ben Mohammed ben Mahmoud al 
Kamou* t in a very extraordinaiy work now before me, to his 
defcription of the Bulbul adds a painted drawing, which perfedUy 
correfponds with that of the Bengal bird, except in fize: of which, 
indeed, no juft idea can be formed, as the original figure in the 
manufcript is no larger than the following exadt copy. 




His account of the Bird begins thus : 

&C, «, " <*» » f j* tXiu 13 * 1 ) W 

“ Bulbul — He is called in the Parfi (Perfian) tongue Hazardajitaun , 
or the bird of a thoufand fongs : he is one of the fmaller birds, &c.” 

And the author then proceeds to relate the common opinion of the 
Perfians, who “ fay that the Bulbul has a paflion for the rofe> and 
when he fees any perfon pull a rofe from the tree, he laments and 
cries,” &c., &c. 

&C. ^ 

I am enabled to add, from the information of natives, that in 
Bengal the Bulbuls are trained to fight : one held oppofite to another 
on the hand of a man, to whofe finger the bird is faftencd by a 
ft r ing, fufiiciently long to allow him to fly at and peck his adverfary. 

* & «**** L>. j^>j 
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Extraordinary Perjian Diflicb. 



IN a Turkifh manufcript, which lately fell into my hands, the 
following extraordinary Perfian diftich is quoted : 



*r *r*r*r^*r*r*r*r*r ^ 

O ** J O J JO** O ** O ** o 

*Tl •)] t»«U JJ-jS j (gA+jl 

which in the margin is thus exprefled in European chara&ers : 

Der an dergeh ki guh geh keb kubu guh guh tub amud kab : 
Mefeuo ymyn eger besjly %i kahru lutfi o ageb. 

* 

and thus tranflated into Latin : 

“ In ilia curia Regis Regum ubi interim aliquando contigit ut 
pulver palei habeat valorem montis : aliquando mons nullum valorem 
habet ficuti pulver palei: ne fis igituribi fecure intimidus, fi habeas 
vigilantiam de fua ira et de fua dementia.” 

P. D. V. 

D 
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On the different Modes of writing the Word ^ 
in European CbaraSlers. 



OF this word I had always confidered the pronunciation fo firmly 
eftablifhed by cuftom and the authority of writers for two or three 
centuries, that it was with furprife I found an attempt made to 
change, into the uficouth Bughdaud , that word fo familiar to the 
eye and ear Bagdad, or Baugdad , or Baugh-dad: in fhort, to introduce 
after the firft letter of the word, when written in our chara&ers, the 
fifth, inftead of the firft, vowel. 

In fuch an inftance no man, probably, would have affirmed a 
right of innovation, who was not perfectly convinced of the pro- 
priety of his fuggefted alteration. Yet Sir William Jones * de- 
fended the more common pronunciation of the word Tabreez 
againft the propofed metamorphofe into 7 "ubbaraze : and might, I 
believe with the fame arguments, have fupported the ufual form of 
writing Shiraz or Shirauz , in preference to that of Sharauze, 

ufed by the late excellent and ingenious Orientalift Major Davy, in 

* Afiatic Refearches, Vol. I 
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that admirable work, ‘‘ the Infitutes of Timour from which the 
examples of innovation above mentioned are given. 

Of &UA; the true pronunciation of the firft fyllable might, I 
think, be afeertained from the accentuation of the word in Arabic 
m anu fc rip ts, where the voweLpoints are expreffed. It is hardly 
probable that fuch men as Golius, Bochart, Gentius, Herbelot, See., 
fhould agree in reading it with fatha (giving the found of a or e) 
inftead of damma , (0 or u) unlefs they confidered fuch to be the 
true accentuation of the word : and nothing but the broad found of 
the firft fyllable could have milled any Orientalift in the derivation 
of the word from baugh ( a garden ) in Perfian, and Dad, the 
fuppofed name of fome ancient Idol. The firft fyllable of Baugh- 
dad ( jj) being in orthography radically different from the Perfian 
baugh, (fpelt with alif) it would feem that a fimilarity of found 
fuggefted the above derivation, or that from time immemorial the 
Afiatics themfelvcs have perfevered in fpelling the word wrongly. 

* 

On the other hand it may be faid, that the fhorter accent of 0 or u 
feems more naturally to afledt the two component letters of the firft 
fyllable, than the broad open found au or aw ; which certainly 
would be much better expreffed by alif 1 than underftood : and 
Major Davy’s pronunciation (bughdaud) feems to corroborate the 
internal teftimony of the orthographical conftrudbion, and to dif- 
prove the derivation of the word from baugh. Befides, it may 
be faid, that, if compofed of Perfian words, it fhould be pronounced 
Baugh-i-dad, from the Izaft, neceffarily introduced between a 
nominative and genitive cafe. 

d 2 
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The cafe being thus Rated, long prefcription and refpedtable 
authorities, againft Major Davy and an infinity of Oriental know- 
ledge, an appeal perhaps to fome intelligent Afiatic might produce a 
decifive fentence: and though the point in queftion is not, it mull be 
owned, of very great importance, thofe who have it in their power 
to decide it, will, by a communication on the fubjedt, oblige 

Philologus. 
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ExtraSl of a Journal and Memorandums written 
during a Tour in the Nixains Country , in the 
Month of November, 1791 *. 



November 4. 

HAVING taken my leave of the Britifh Commandant of In- 
necunda, (the lalt fort belonging to the Company on the frontiers 
of the Nizam’s territory) and offered my grateful acknowledge- 
ments for the civilities I had experienced, I difpatched my tent, 
palanqueen bearers, fervants and baggage, under the effort of. a 
Naig and ten fepoys, at twelve o’clock at noon, in order the 
whole might crofs a Nulla, running by the extreme ends of the 
hills adjoining to the fort of Innecunda, and after palling fome ob- 
ftacles, and gaining fome diftance in my front, they might refrelh 
themfelves fo as to be ready to move forward on my joining them ; 
for which purpofe I hired palanqueen bearers : but the evening turn- 
ing out very dark and rainy, I could get no farther than the village 
of Tarlepooroo, about fixteen cofs from Innecunda, containing a 
fmall fort, a pagoda, and fakeer’s tope. I flept in a hovel belong- 

* It may give weight to the opinions of the writer of this journal, (now a Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the army) on the manners and ceremonies of Afiatick courts, to mention, that 
he had the advantage of viliting thofe of Europe in the train of a Britifh Prince. 
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ing to the fakeer, where the old man having made a brilk fire, and 
my cook having prepared me a good curry of fowl, rice, eggs and 
greens, by the farther affiftance of my hookha, I kept out the cold, 
and palled a pleafant evening with the old fakeer. 

The next day I reached Cummum , where, finding a good mofque 
oppofite to the fort, I had no occafion to pitch my tent. The Kil- 
ledar, an old and infirm man, neither chofe to admit of my vifit, 
nor entrance into the fort ; the appearance of the works feemcd to 
juftify his jealoufy, fince they appeared in a ruinous condition, and 
commanded by high ground to the north of the Pettah, as well as 
from the mofque where I lodged ; in other refpeds the pofition of 
the fort is ftrong, being furrounded by Paddy fields, without any 
road but one clofe to the fort. In the afternoon the Killedar's 
fon rode by the mofque, well drefled and efcorted ; he falam'd t 
but did not Hop ; nor had I any vifit from the great men j but the 
common people were very civil and obliging. In this manner I 
travelled till the tenth, when I reached Kunapah, fometimes pitching 
my tent, at others inhabiting choultries, or temporary pandals * ereded 
for the convenience of travellers. The road was wild, and the drefs 
and manners of the inhabitants prefented a conflant novelty. The 
difference of colour and religion did not prevent my receiving civi- 
lities in every place I halted, where either the Aumildar or his de- 
puty came to ofler me their fervice, in direding my fervants where 
to procure the bell provifions, and often making me a prefent of 
fome fruit. 



# Temporary ftieds conftru&ed of bamboos and mats. 
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The ftillnefs of an Afiatic journey (fo contrary to the noife and 
buflle of the great roads of Europe) was frequently interrupted by the 
fhrill found of a horn, and the appearance of a band of Polygars *, 
armed with match-locks and fpears, naked from the head to the 
waift } fometimes a fwarthy figure, with a bow and quiver of arrows, 
mounted bn a camel, would crofs the road : fometimes fmall troops 
of horfe, varioufly armed, overtook me. Thefe I afterwards found 
were on the road to join the Nizam’s army j but, contrary to my 
expectation from fo undifeiplined a fet, they offered me no molefla* 
tion ; and I could not avoid obferving, that there is fomething more 
grand and majeftic in the deportment of a wild and martial people, 
than in the tame and uniform appearance of the moft civilized Eu- 
ropeans. As I approached to Kurrapah, the feene became extremely 
Variegated and beautiful, from numerous bodies of horfe difperfed 
among the woods and avenues, intermixed with the tents and ftan- 
dards of the different Serdars -f* : the horfes were at piquet, without 
lines or regular order, and the foldiers were fcattered in various 
groupes, feated upon mats or carpets fmoking their hubble-bubbles 1 
fome in armour, others half naked, others richly dreffed in muflin 
jammas and filk drawers. Among thefe I obferved fome Moghul 
Tartars, who, at variance with the cuftom of Afia, were fitting in 
company, with their women unveiled. 

Having in the morning difpatched an hircarrah, with my com- 
pliments to the Moorifh commandant, I found, on my arrival, he 

* An independant race living under their own chiefs, preferring the hills and forefts 
to cities and villages, and the chace to hufbandiy. 

t Military Chiefs. 
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had been good enough to order a houfe for my reception, with an 
enclofed yard capable of containing my efcort, fervants, and baggage. 
It was fituated oppofite to the palace of the Nabobs of Kurrapah, 
now much in ruins, enclofed by high mud walls, with round towers 
of ftone, incapable of defence againft artillery. Very few of the 
buildings remain entire, but feem to have occupied a great extent of 
ground. The different court-yards being extremely fpacious, the 
garden is very pretty, in the center of which rifes a pavilion of in- 
different architecture and materials, but agreeable from its coolnefs 
and the profpedt it commands of the country over the garden wall. 
The fquare upon which it ftands is confiderable, and raifed about 
fourteen feet from the ground ; within which, encompafling the 
pavilion, is cut a canal, ten feet deep and as many broad, having a 
fountain at each angle of the fquare. The garden abounds with 
orange, lemon, and cyprefs trees j adjoining to which, in a court- 
yard, is a durbar* of ftone, funk in the ground and overflowed 
with water, which ferves to bathe in, as well as to water the garden 
and fill the canal. 

Though thefe gardens cannot be compared to thofe of Europe in 
tafte and variety, they are peculiarly adapted to the retired pleafures 
of a Mohammedan life : the principal requifites of which are cool- 
nefs, fpace, and fecrecyj befides that, they hold it both grateful and 
healthy to live much among the fragrance of plants and flowers; and 
that pride, jealoufy, and modefty unite in demanding perfect fecurity 
from all intrufion. Hence the high walls, fo inelegant in the eyes 

* jLji Durbar , hall of audience. 
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of a European, are the neceflary guardians of a Mohammedan’s 
honour, and the fafeguard of his pleafures. Within this protection, 
fecluded from the world, the voluptuous Muflelman, laying afide 
the grandeurs of the day, as well as the irritation of mind which 
ever accompanies ambition, abandons himfelf to a foft repofe ; and, 
in the llillnefs of a Harry night, acquires that ferenity of mind which 
lulls the foul into pleafing complacency, forming a delightful con- 
trail to the ftormy paflions of an agitated day. Here, negligently 
ftretched upon his couch, he liftens to the melodious fong, and 
contemplates the graceful forms of the furrounding dancers ; or retired 
to the receffes of the pavilion, amid the odoriferous fmoke of incenfe, 
he abandons himfelf to the delights of love. 

Having rewarded my guide, I retired to my own houfe, and on 
the 1 2th paid my refpedts to our refident, Sir John Kennaway (known 
in the Nizam’s camp by the title of the Nabob Dilaver Jung.) 
The Hate and retinue of our ambaffador, correfponded to the ideas 
of the court where he refided, and was worthy the policy and mag- 
nificence of the power by which he was employed — Joined to thefe 
advantages, Sir John poflefled Hill greater in his local knowledge, 
and the molt fcrupulous adherence to cuftoms, by the due obfervance 
of which, the Afiatics can alone be conciliated. 

A few days afterwards. Sir John prefented me to the Nizam’s 
minifter, then known by the title of Murjhid Ul Muluck t but fub- 
fequently honored with that of Azem Ul Omra . — He received us in 
the public tent, which was very large, and covered with carpets. — 
After embracing us, we all fat down and converfed upon the news 

E 
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of the day, in which the minifter difplayed all the eafe and elegance 
of the moil polilhed courtier. After a time we retired to the pri- 
vate tent, where, inftead of fitting upon the ground, the minifter’s 
attention had prepared chairs for 11s, and carrying his politenefs ftill 
farther, he infilled upon our fmoking our hoohkas, which in Alia 
is notcuftomary in the prefence of a fuperior; having at length ex- 
prelfed our defire to depart, the Beetle was brought in elegant filver 
boxes ; the minifter’s turban was richly adorned with pearls and 
emeralds. After an interval of a few days, I went to pay my court 
to the Prince Sekunder Jah , the Nizam’s fecond fon, and comman- 
der in chief of the army. The public tent, which was extremely 
fpacious, with feveral others, ftood in the center of a large fquare, 
enclofed with tent walls about feven feet in height, fupported by 
crofs bamboos, which I was given to underftand to be a mark of 
fovereignty. 



The ground of the tent was level and fmoothed with care, co- 
vered with carpets, over which was fpread a white cloth ; in the 
center was the Mufnud , furrounded by pillows of white muilin. 
Upon our entrance the tent was empty, but we were foon joined by 
the minifter, who defiring us to be feated oppofite the Mufnud , re- 
tired into the inner tent. But foon appearing in company with the 
prince, we rofe to meet him j the prince bowed re fpe<ft fully to every 
one, and embraced us all ; then defiring us to fit upon his right hand, 
he feated himfelf upon the Mufnud , and the minifter feated himfelf 
on the ground behind him, holding a bunch of peacock’s feathers 
mounted in a filver handle, with which he frequently fanned the 
prince. The Durbar now commenced, and the different firdars, or 
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military chiefs, came to pay their court. Upon their entrance into 
the fquare at a confiderable diftance before the tent, they Rood ftill j 
when the proper officer calls out their titles, defiring the prince to 
turn the light of his countenance upon fuch a one, upon which the 
prince inclines his head that way, and the firdar advances, till, being 
near the prefence, he nearly touches the ground with his right hand, 
and bowing flowly, brings it back to his forehead ; after which, he 
fits down on the prince’s right hand, and enters familiarly into con- 
yerfation. The Moultaf eddies, writers, and lower ranks, touch the 
ground three times with both hands, with other minute ceremonies, 
of refpedt. 

The prince’s turban was magnificently ornamented with jewels, 
and his necklace and bracelets were of the fineft pearl. Except the mi- 
nifter, the other chiefs had no jewels, but wore their fhields flung over 
the fhoulder, and a handfome piece of armour upon the right hand, 
ornamented with black fringe, called Dujihanna. After fome con- 
vention, the prince rofe, and giving us the Beetle and Ottar of 
rofes, we took leave. In contemplating the court and its manners, 
which have exified many centuries, an obferver may trace the faded 
lineaments of a people who have once been great, powerful, and 
enlightened ; but looking to that order, difeipline, and fcience, 
which, in an army, form the fupport of empire, the traces become 
fo faint as to be fcarcely difcemible but in the outward appearance 
of the men, the management of their horfes, and their dexterity 
in the ufe of the fpear and fabre, which, individually, gives a 
martial air. But as an army, the compofition is no lefs expenfive 
than defective, and totally unfit for military operation. They encamp 

e x 
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at random, without proper pickets in front, flank, or rear, and in 
confequence of this and other negligence, are eafy to be furprifed— 
in fhort, thefe numerous bodies of robuft men and aCtive horfes 
feemed defigned for no other purpofe than to adorn the march of 
their chief, who rides in the midft of them upon his elephant, his 
ftandard difplayed upon another, attended by Chubdars *, calling out 
his titles. 



There is, indeed, fo little difcipline, even in form, that no orders 
are given for a march, but this intelligence is conveyed to the diffe- 
rent chiefs by means of their refpeCtive news writers, who attend 
the minifter's Durbar every evening for information ; there is alfo, 
as in other governments upon the decline, little attention to merit ; 
preferment is obtained by birth and connection, by intrigue and 
cabal, and other means equally degrading and deftruCtive to the 
military character — once obtained, the Sirdars of horfe maybe con- 
fidered individually as very powerful apd independent chiefs. 



I had long defired to view the natives of Hindoftan in the free 
exercife of all their prejudices andcuftoms, unbiaffed by the prefence 
of an European power, and the period was now arrived when my 
curiofity was likely to meet a full indulgence, in a camp of ten 
thoufand horfe, compofed of the fubjeCts of an independant power, 
and appertaining to a prince, whofe anceftor, the- celebrated Nizam 
17/ Mu/uck, eftablifhed the fovereignty of the Dekkan, and whofe 

* Servants of (late bearing filver and gold Hicks, like thofe now in ufe by the com* 
manders and field officers of the body guard, when in waiting at St, James's Palace. 
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court, upon the decline of the Moghul empire, became the afylum 
of the moll illuftrious Mohammedan families. To whatever country 
of Europe the traveller directs his fteps, he meets with people ready 
to give him information, and proud to difplay their knowledge; in 
Afia the reverfe occurs ; the natives are difficult of accefs, averfe to 
{hangers, and referved in their manners — Slaves to their own cuftoms, 
they hold thofe of other nations in contempt. Ever defirous to pre- 
ferve their own dignity, they are too apt to confider the unfludied 
manners and familiarity of the Engliffi, as marks of difrefpedt, 
and will never conceive we dare to conduit ourfelves in like manner 
to our own fuperiors. 

And the bigoted part of the Mohammedans confider many of our 
cuftoms as impurities j fuch as the drinking wine, eating pork, and 
mixing the hair with pomatum, which they know to be compofed 
of hog’s lard. In this manner the intercourfe between the generality 
of Engliffi and Mohammedans becomes rare and diftant — in ffiort, 
feldom takes place but upon occafions of neceffity. But the traveller, 
poflefling the fortitude to make a temporary refignation of his own 
cuftoms, and the pliability of affirming others, will fecure to him- 
felf a kind reception ; if he will condefcend to appear pleafed with 
their amufements, all they have to offer will be beftowed with libe- 
rality ; for the Muffelmen are by nature generous and hofpitable. 
The freedom of accefs once obtained by thefe means, the diftant 
and referved manner of a haughty man, concerned in fupporting his 
authority in the eyes of his people, againft the fuppofed attacks of 
a ftranger, difappear — and after all, to exchange a hat for a turban, 
the confined garb of Europe, for the cool and eafy drefs of Afia, 
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are no great difficulties— to give up wine, to renounce pork, to lay 
afide knives and forks and employ your fingers, to recline upon a 
carpet and pillows inftead of a chair ; all thefe, a traveller, endowed 
with zeal and curiofity, will facrifice to the fearch of knowledge 
and truth ; or he loves himfelf better than either, and has mifiaken 
his profeffion. 



It is here far from my intention to aflert, that a European wear- 
ing the habit of his country, is thereby liable to infult and incivility. 
On the contrary, he will be politely received at Rated intervals by 
thofe in office, but he will probably perceive that thefe attentions are 
more addrefled to the power he reprefents, than to himfelf : that 
the converfation will be formal, and made up of unmeaning com- 
pliments, chiefly addrefled to him from the fuperior: and that the 
reft of the company will remain in a circumfpedt filence ; that his 
drefs will debar him from mixing in the crowd, from attending 
various feftivals and ceremonies, and will entirely prevent any com- 
munication with the fofter fex, from whofe focial intercourfe, plea- 
fure and knowledge are derived in all countries j — for the Muflelmen 
have a proverb, 

* 

That “without love, the charm of this world in a moment diflblves.” 

* 

Kc JEfchuck ke Jiwae khoulta hy Pul me Talifmaat Jeban ka. 



In the intervals of retirement, I refle&ed upon all the novelties I 
had feen, and confefs that my part reading upon Afiatic fubjefts af- 
forded me but little light, as few authors have condefcended to enter 
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fufficiently into detail ; neverthelefs in a political view, cuftom, pre- 
judice, and prepoffeffion, are matters of infinite importance, for the 
multitude will ever be incapable of the full ufe of reafon, fince thofe 
poflefled of all the means of education and inftru<ftion feldom attain 
it. Hence to make conquefts, and preferve them, are veiy diftin<ft 
. matters, and accomplifhed by very different means ; for in order to 
give a fecure motion to any complex machine, its materials and 
compofition fhould be known. 



Impreffed with thefe maxims, I humbly conceive every traveller 
does well to fubmit to his country, obfervations which have arifen 
from local knowledge, fince out of much drofs it is poffible fome 
pure gold may be extracted; and by whatever cuftoms or prejudices 
mankind are enflaved, that very circumftance renders the knowledge 
of importance; as in the practice of worldly affairs, all fteps are of 
confequence; bad ones are fometimes irreparable. Before, then, We 
advance a foot, it is neceflary to be acquainted with the ground we 
are to tread upon, and in the government of fo many millions of 
people, whofe ftrongeft link to us will be opinion, we fhould en- 
deavour to penetrate the receffes of the human heart, and feel the 
fprings which give it motion. Thofe who have never travelled, 
conceive their own country fuperior to any other, and its cuftoms 
the moil excellent ; we fhould, therefore, in deciding upon any 
cuftom, lay afide our own prejudices, and examine all things with 
indifference; from which it commonly refults, that after a while, 
you perceive the cuftoms of each country have arifen with propriety 
from its locality and climate. 
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I have therefore little doubt, that when, by the laborious refearches 
of our countrymen, the depths of oriental learning (hall be explored, 
we Ihall difcover good precepts of morality and found philofophy ; 
and that the munificent Creator has not confined the light of reafon 
to the porticoes of Greece, or the confines of Europe, but fuffered 
the pure radiance to diffufe and illumine the more populous countries 
of Alia. 



[To be continued .] 
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Hebrew running Hand. 



OF the running hand, called in Hebrew (Kemijhmah J, 

which the Jews of Holland ufe in their familiar correfpondence, 
the annexed plate reprefents the alphabet; fhewing its variations 
from the large printed character, or that which they call 
( Kitibooth ), that is, like writing, or refembling the ancient written 
letters. This running hand differs alfo from that ufed in the printed 
Rabbinical works, (which is but a variation of the Kitibooth ) : 
called, from the initial letters of the Rabbi Solomon Ifaac, 

Rajhi. 

I have given the beginnning of the firfl chapter of the 'p-ia 
HON (Pirke Aboth ), or ** Rabbinical Sentences,” written in this 
running hand, which the reader may compare with the fame paffage 
in the printed character, as follows, (the words being arranged in 
the fame order) : 

'O'jpt 1 ? inwrv moar 'wo min ^ap ntfa 
TiVnjn ntua ’bon 1 ? nnoa "lean owaj 1 ? oapn 
•□'■tan n vfatf nat* on 

F 
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** Moyfes legem accepit e Monte Sinai, et docuit earn Jofuae ; 
Jofua traditit earn Senioribus ; Seniores Prophetis, Prophet* de- 
derunt earn viris Magna? Congregationis. Illi autem tria haec nobis 
documenta dedere ” — - 



“ Mofes received the law from Mount Sinai', and taught it to 
Jolhua ; Jofhua gave it to the Elders ; the Elders to the Prophets, 
and the Prophets to the men of the Great Congregation. They 
have left us thefe three precepts ” — - 

See the 'plS (page 3 ) following Phil. Aqui- 

nus’s “ Primigeniae Voces, feu Radices Breves Lin- 
guae Sandtae.” ib 1 " 0 ' Lutet. Paris. i6z o. 
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Cufick Infcription. 



THE annexed Engraving reprefents the Cufick, or ancient 

Arabian characters, infcribed on a pafteboard, in poffeffion of 

William Oufeley, Efq. A very learned and ingenious traveller, to 

# 

whom a copy of thefe lines was communicated, before the prefent 
publication, informed a friend of the Editor, that he has feen in 
Chaldea many fimilar infcriptions carved on ftone. 

The Engraving is reduced to about quarter the fize of the original, 
in which fome of the letters have been injured by time and infeCts. 
It was purchafed, along with a large collection of Arabick and 
Perfian manufcripts, from a perfon who could not give any account 
which might lead to an explanation of it. It is therefore fubmitted 
to our Oriental and antiquarian readers ; and a tranfcript in modem 
characters, with a tranflation, requeued. 
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Perjian Lines on the DEITY, quoted in the 
Hijiorical Work , intitled “ Tarikh Moagem 
fi athar Moluck Aragem.” — Tr (inflated by 
W. OUSELEY, Efq. 



“ WHO made manifeft the vital and intellectual powers : 

Who confirmed the foundation of underfianding : 

Who, into the form of the human frame, breathed his animating 
fpirit : 

Who bellowed reafon, and infpired the foul : 

Who painted with lively colours the cheek of the tulip. 

And made of the dew-drop an ornament for the rofe-bud : 

Who crowned the fummit of the heavens with a diadem of con- 
ilellations, 

And tinged the hard bofom of the ruby with a vivid glow : 

Who enkindled the fire of the moon as a noCtumal lamp, 

And perfumed the flower garden with the fragrance of burning in- 
cenfe : 

Who fpread out the earth on the face of the water. 

And formed precious pearls from the tears of the clouds 

* This paiTage alludes to an opinion, common among the Aliaticks, that the pearls 
found in certain fhell-fiih are produced from drops of rain-water which they imbibe. 
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Sonnet , by the Poet SADI, par apbrafed from 

the P erf an. 



THRICE happy night ! aufpicious morn ! 

Bleft harbinger .of mirth and joy : 

Day that declares the Spnmg’s jretum j 
Foreboding blifs that ne’er can cloy,. 

Strike, ilrike the drum : let mufic tell 
The bleflings Spring fhall fcatter round : 
Fragrance fhall float on every gale. 

And opening flow ’rets paint the ground. 

But foft ! — what heavenly fhape appears, 
Shedding pale luftre like the moon ? 

Some angel’s form the Vifion wears ; 

Sweet Maid ! that angel form’s thine own. 

Tho* Malice ftrive to blafl: our fame, 

And Envy’s tongue malignant prove. 

We’ll cherifh ftill our virtuous flame. 

And death alone fhall end our love. 
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Say to the Poet’s jealous foe, 

“ Turn not on him thy lurid eye — 

“ Sadi’s more bleft than man below, 

*' For Love exalts him to the Iky.” — 

Yet I have pal! whole nights in lighs, 
Condemn’d the abfent fair to mourn ; 

But Ihe appears — and Sorrow flies j 
And Pleafure fmiles on her return. 

And when in memory’s view I place 
The pangs that bade me then complain. 

More vaft I feel the prefent blifs, 

Contrafled with the former pain. 

P. D. V. 
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On the Christianity of the Mohammedans; with 
Anecdotes of MURAD REG, a Turkifb 
Writer, of the fxteenth Century. 



44 THE Mufj'elmans are already a fort of heterodox Chriflians ; 
they are Chriflians , if Locke reafons juftly, becaufe they firmly 
believe the immaculate conception, divine character, and miracles, 
of the Messiah ; but they are heterodox in denying vehemently 
his character of Son, and his equality as God, with the Father, of 
whofe unity and attributes they entertain and exprefs the mod awful 
ideas j while they confider our dodlrine as perfedt blafphemy, and 
infill that our copies of the Scriptures have been corrupted both by 
Jews and Chriflians .** 

Sir W. Jones on the Gods of Greece , Italy, and India. 

Having with a particular view devoted fome time to the lludy of 
Mohammedan theology, and perufed feveral voluminous commen- 
taries on the Koran , it grieved me to find, that fuch animofities 
Ihould bum againll Chriflians in the minds of men, who themfelves 
want fo little of being (in point of belief) literally Chriflians , as 
the followers of the Arabian Impoltor. 

G 
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Through the medium of the very exadt tranflation into Latin by 
Maracci , into French by Monf. Savary , and into Englifh by the 
raoft learned Sale, the tenets of the Koran, in refpedt to the fandtity 
of Chrift, may be underftood by the mere European reader. To 
the traditions recorded in that book of the MeJJijh, many have been 
added by the commentators, and fome by the poets : for it is not 
unufual among thefe of Perfia and Turkey to allude (even in their 
profane and unchafte compofitions) to the miraculous power of 
Isa’s (Jesus’s) breath, which could give health to the infirm, and 
reftore the deceafed to life. Thefe allufions are by no means ironically 
or irreverently intended : I have read in fome Travels, of a Turk 
who was baftinadoed almoft to death for uttering difrefpe&ful 
words againft the MeJJiab, (although he might with impunity have 
cruelly abufed the followers of that divine perfonage). And, when 
their poets fpeak of him, (let their allufions be ever fo filly or in- 
decorus) they fpeak of him (according to a learned critick) “ in 
the fame manner that they would do of Mohammed himfelf 

A very curious Treatife on the Mohammedan Religion lately fell 
into my pofleflion, written in the Turkifh language, and in a fair 
hand, with a Latin verfion running along the margin of every page: 
both Turkifh and Latin the compofition of Murad or Moral Beg, 



* Abfit tamen, ut cx co poeta impietatis arguatur, atque Mefliam ludibrio habuiffe 
cenfendus fit, cum Mahometani omnes, etfi non divinitatem, fummam tamen Sandi- 
tatem in Meflia recognofcant, quern et Spiritum Dei & Virginis filium & divinum 
Prophetam uno omnes ore profitentur. Atque adco quod hie de Chrifto dicit, de 
Muhamede ipfo libere dixififet, nifi res peculiarem figuram & allufionem involveret.— 
Revicjky's Sptcim. Poes. Per/. 97. 
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whofe original manufcript I believe this to have been. From this 
work I fhall firft feledt a few paflages exprefling the Mufelmanick 
opinions concerning Christ; and then prefent fome extracts con- 
taining anecdotes of the author. 

It appears to me that, by the Mohammedans, Christ is held 
of a rank next to their pfeudo-prophet in fandtity. In the preface 
to his book, Murad Beg informs us, that 

&C. jjj } \ JjU ca* 4 * 

** At the beginning ten tables were given to the Prophet Adam; 
after that, fifty tables were fent from above to the Prophet Seth ; 
then thirty were given to the Prophet Enoch , and ten fent from 
heaven to the Patriarch Abraham : to Mofes the Prophet was given 
the book Teurat *: and after that, to David the book of Pfalms : 
latterly unto Jesus the Prophet wa: given the Go/pel' f*: and, laft of 
all, on the blefled Mohammed was beftowed the divine Koran” Sec. 

Sec. 

“ Thus, when our Lord Jesus invited the Pharifees and Jews to 

his true catholic faith,” &c. “ all thofe who denied the Lord 

Jesus have been condemned ” ■ ■ 

# an Arabick word for the Pentateuch, derived from the Hebrew min 

fignifying the Law of Mofes. 

t Engeely from the Greek E ua/yiXiov. 

G 2 
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^IaaaI? Jujg j> , l f ^yf 



“ But the miracle of the revivification of the dead, and the healing 
of the fick through the Lord Jesus, has been fufficicntly authen- 
ticated. The people of his time, devoting themfelves much to the 
ftudy of phyfical arts, were very learned in them. Although Jesus 
came in the time of the moft excellent phyficians, yet did he, 
through the grace of the Moft High, and the power of the name 
of God, excell them all, and reftore the dead to life ” — &c. 

j£> L *L1 yjoe fcS 3 yi y*-*® £»y** jJjl y£y 

W j **3? 3 O tyils U 3 tfy>Ua f ^Xe tjf* yj y 

imJyiyS yj 

'* For when the Lord Jesus was celebrated for fo many and fo 
great miracles, and fuch external and internal dodlrine manifefted 
in him, even to his holy and faithful apoftles, (who were ever 
prefent with him, fandlified by the delightfulnefs of his moft fweet 
converfation) through the divine Spirit, a power of healing difeafes 
and reftoring the dead to life was given.” 

J *T Ci l A.; l •y * yi ji yJ ^jlUnJS tSytOJ JULllfa 

kL=J yi y ^jJU L (jXwUI %y£—ttg ( . yX? pJ> y «_JjX jjJa 

aT jiu (XlLtf ( . y X*T aT aXa— w aL yiit yA 511 u^AjI wt^«1 

SCCt u^l <3y*OyA a IaaA ^Jl \jyyjc y 

** When the Chriftian people faw the various miracles of the 
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Lord Jesus : when they knew that he. was begotten without a 
father : that, after his birth, Mary his mother remained a Virgin 
immaculate: that he raifed fo many dead to life: and, finally, that 
he himfelf afcended into heaven, — they thought that he perfonally 
and eflentially partook of the Divinity. Yet, when they faw him 
eating, drinking, fitting, Handing, walking, fleeping, wearied, 
hungry, thirfty, tailing fweet and bitter, fuffering anguilh, — in- 
confiftent with the dignity of divine nature, and fuited only to vile 
mortals, — they then fuppofed that his human and celeftial natures 
were blended together : and, fince they allow him to partake of the 

Divinity, they are under the neceflity of adoring him as God 

/ 

himfelf ; and in this irrational and vain opinion, although they 
inconfiftently affert the Unity of the Moll High, yet they worlhip 
Christ as a part, feparated from him — an emanation of the 
Deity.” 



gjli yA j lx* SyiS f j Sy J jj cr^ 

J J </ * j*. i 

“ The Lord Jesus alfo fays in the gofpel, ** The pollelfion of 
heaven and of earth has been given unto me,” which words are 
moll true. For fince the Lord Jesus was the efpecial prophet and 
meflenger of God, and had the power of performing fo many mi- 
racles, that he Ihould have greater power is not to be wondered at ; 
but if, according to the falfe opinion of the Chrillians, Chrill was 
really God himfelf, he would not have faid *' it has been given to 
rr)e »’* he would have rather faid, “ I myfelf am the Creator of all 
thefe things,” &c. 
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From the paflages here given, and that which I have placed at 
the head of this eflay, (borrowed from the writings of a mod ex* 
cellent fcholar and antiquary, philofopher and Chriftian,) it would 
feem, that, predifpofed as they are in favour of the Mefliah, the 
converfion of the Mohammedans to his pure faith might eafily be 
effected ; the attempt has been made in various ways, but always, 
I believe, with the fame fuccefs. The event of the Crufades proves, 
that the bloody fword of war is not the fit inilrument for propagating 
the mild religion of Jesus; and the praife worthy labours of the 
Romifh Miflionaries, notwithftanding their perfuafive and inflnua- 
ting manners and addrefs, have been crowned, I fear, with but little 
fuccefs in the making of profely tes ; yet I cannot help thinking that 
much of the difguft which the Mohammedans exprefs for the Chrif- 
tian mode of worfhip, may be aferibed to external caufes, which 
being removed, their objections might naturally be expeCted - to die 
away. The religious ceremonies of thofe nations of Chriftendom, 
which border on Turkey, and with which the inhabitants of Egypt, 
Barbary, and the Levant, in general, have immediate intercourfe, 
prefent to the eye a femblance of. idol-worfhip, the very idea of 
which excites horror in a Muffelman, and would check at once 
every inquiry (were he difpofed to make one) into the real merits 
of the Chriftian faith. 

I now proceed to give, in his own words, fome account of Murad 
Beg , from whofe work the above-quoted Turkifh paflages have been 
extraCIed ; its title is as follows : 



^jUaXuw wL ( » ^ l»a> jilt iVac ^t^l ui^t ^It te»y !Sl v ur 
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Near the conclulion of his book, this modeft Muflelman has 
thefe words : 

f jOJj) t5,lwf tjJaS 3 «,S *jjy& vjjW 

See. 

s 

“ Thus have I collected together in writing, thefe fentences, 
forming, as it were, a mote from the funbeam, ora Angle drop from 
the ocean, hoping that none of my worthy brethren in the true faith, 
(i. e. of Mohammed) who may read this book, will accufe me of 
impiety or blafphemy; at leaft, I entreat that with a benevolent mind 
they may deign to correct whatever errors (hall be found in it, and 
think me, the moll humble and abjedt Murad Beg their Have, wor- 
thy of being remembered in their prayers to the Lord, as we are 
taught by himfelf in the Koran thus, 

&c. ^ jjl U3 )yi. % U! jii\ 1 uj 

“ Although I began the compofition of this book in the Turkilh 
language, in the year of our prophet’s flight, 963, and of the Vir- 
gin delivery , (i. e. the birth of Chrift) 1556, and would have fi- 
nifhed it in the fpace of another year; yet my chief deflre was, that 
the Moll High of his wonderful clemency might enable me to tranf- 
late it into the Latin tongue ; a tongue common to all the learned 
who worlhip the Messiah, whether of Italy or France, Hungary, 
Germany or Poland, Bohemia, Portugal, and Spain ; that the uti- 
lity of this book might be known to all, even the Chriftians, and 
the merits of the true faith of Islam, (Mohammedan! fm.) I 
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have diligently laboured for that Chriftian flock j why fliould not 
men in health and vigour a<ft as phyficians to thofe who are difeafed ? 
I have efpecially laboured in this, fince I myfelf, weak mortal, by 
nation a Hungarian , before I was taken by the MuJJelmans in the 
war of Mubaje*, had always clofely applied to the ftudy of the 
Latin language. I was feventeen years old when brought into the 
land of IJlam ; and at firft, I raflily, and without confideration, em- 
braced that holy faith ; but by degrees, I have fince acquired a true 
knowledge of its difcipline, fo gracious has the Lord, in his mercy, 
been to me ; and let us hope that he will fuffer the laft hour to be 
fpent in the fame faith. Through the direction of the Deity, I have 
written the praifcs of the moll holy book, Al Koran, and have ce- 
lebrated the name of the prophet ; and although not much experien- 
ced in the Latin tongue, and deficient in the elegancies thereof, I 
truft that thofe learned in that language will take in good part my en- 
deavours to fpread the glory of the true faith to the four corners of 
the world, and the fplendour of the prince and ruler of the faithful, 
in the religion of IJlam: of him who has been conftituted by God, 
our governor and the guardian of all true believers, Sultan Murat 
Khan, the fon of Sultan Selim Khan, the fon of Sultan Soleyman 
Khan, and of all his predeceffors of augull memory, whofe burial 
places may the facred light of heaven illumine I 

“ Yet I fear, left I be one of thofe whom the Lord thus fpeaks 
to in the Koran : “ Pretend ye to point out the right way to others, 
ye who have loft your own?” 

* 
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“ In the year of our prophet’s flight, 974, of the Virgin-birth 
of the Mefliah, 1567, I began the Latin verfion of this book, 
which, in the following year, I finilhed; tis true, I was unworthy 
of fuch a talk ; but, taking a pen into my hand, I found that the 
more I wrote, the fafter flowed ideas into my head and pen. 

“ When I was a captive in the land of the Chriftians, there came 
to me many of their learned men to difpute with me on religion ; 
much did I fuffer in that captivity : but I bore all for love of the 
divine faith with patience ; for, in patience during afflidtion, is the 
true fervice of God. In this manner pafled I thirty months leading 
a life of darknefs in their dungeons j finally the Moll High, who 
converts anguilh into comfort, and gives joy after fadnefs, poured 
his divine grace on the illuftrious Lord of augufl: memory, the moll 
clement Rustem Pasha, (whofe foul may God preferve) who 
having liberated me, vile Have, from captivity, brought me into the 
prefence of the moll potent and invincible Ccefar of glorious me- 
mory, Sultan Soleyman, and informed his highnefs that I 
poflefled the power of interpreting all writings in the Latin and 
Hungarian tongues ; therefore I have been thought worthy of being 
elected into the number of his highnefs ’s interpreters.” 



I. U. 
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Remarks on the Collation of Manufcripts; with 
various Readings in the Guliftan of SADI . — 
Ry Major Ouseley. 



WE may, perhaps, clafs among the moft irkfome labours of a 
literary man, the talk of collating feveral manufcript copies of the 
fame work : a talk, however, which mull be performed with 
accuracy and diligence, previous to the correct publication of any 
ancient author, if our objedt be to obtain the genuine and original 
reading of the text. 

When copies of any celebrated work are fo multiplied as among 
the Aliaticks, it is not furprifing that the negligence, hurry, and 
ignorance of tranfcribers Ihould occalion numerous and confiderable 
errors. Perhaps we may afcribe fome of the variations found in 
Oriental manufcripts to the fuppofed learning of either the tranfcriber 
or the pofleflor of a book, who may fancy that he corrects only 
becaufe he alters or curtails, and that he improves becaufe he adds. 
From the peculiar conftrudtion of the characters in which they are 
written, Arabick, Perfian, and Turkilh manufcripts are moft liable to 
variations and defedts. The flight inflection or curvation of a ftroke 
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which ought to be ftraight, or the omiffion or mi (application of a 
(ingle point, will occafion the total change of a word, and con- 
fequently may affedt the fenfe of an entire palTage. Thofe, there- 
fore, who undertake the publication in print of any Oriental work, 
will perceive the neceffity of accurately collating as many manufcript 
copies as can be procured. 

But many paflages are fo eflentially infignificant, as not to derive 
importance from any poffible partial alteration : and of words re- 
dundant, (which are found, I believe, in the writings of every na- 
tion) certain expletives and particles, the variations, or, indeed, the 
total omiffion, may, in many cafes, be of little confequence. 

The attention of the Oriental ift ffiould be particularly directed to 
the collation of paffiages which involve allufions to hiftory, mytho- 
logy, geography, &c., where proper names are found, or obfcure 
and doubtful words, which, by a (light alteration, the addition of 
a point, or tranfpofition of a letter, may be rendered important. 

Whenever paflages of this nature occurred during my perufal of 
the works of Firdauji , Sadi , Nizami , and Hafiz, I have not been 
deterred by the drynefs and difficulties of the undertaking from col- 
lating as many manufcript copies as I could obtain; notwithftanding 
the difcouraging circumftances of inaccuracy of hand writing, the 
want of regularity in the arrangement and divifion of chapters, the 
omiffion of thofe marks which diflinguilh poetry from profe, &c. 

Being fortunate enough to poflefs (befides the two printed 

h 2 
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editions) feven manufcript copies of Sadi' s Gu/ijlan , and to have 
accefs to others in publick and private collections, I have examined 
in all, the readings of fuch palfages as I entertained doubts of, and 
in many inftances have found very extraordinary and material va- 
riations. 

Of four paflages in that juftly-admircd work, I fhall here prefent 
the reader with the various readings which I have remarked ; refer- 
ving fome others for a future number of this Mifcellany. 

The . First variation in the manufcript and printed copies occurs 
in the third line of the following tetraftich, which is found in 
Gentius’s printed edition, (Folio, Atnjl. 1651, p. 180, chap, ii.) 
and immediately precedes the beginning with 1, &c. 

<rJ * ^ f ^ j’ M 

* 

3 C • 3 olxi x 

s- 

“ Suavis Vox ex palalo, ore , labioque dulci (profefia) 

Sive Mujica arte temperetur, Jive non , animurn demulcet 
Si vero can tic a feu foni UJhak , Safahan atque Hafchas, 

Ex abfurda can tat oris gula profiuxerint , ingraia erunt." 

So. are the Perfian lines tranflated by Gentius, p. 181, where he 
exprefles by Hafchas what we would write Hejaz ; and refers to a 
Ihort note (p. 574.) on the three perdehs , or modes of Perfian 
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1 

mufick, which Sadi mentions, but on which it is not within the 
compafs of my prefent Effay to offer any obfervations. 

This paflage is found the fame in the Gulijlan comprifed among 
the Works of Sadee , printed at Calcutta, in folio, 1791, Vol. I. 

One of my manufcript copies has the third line thus, 

3 ( . 3 oLie KAjJ J3 

which makes us acquainted with a fourth perdeh , or mufical mode. 

A copy, which once belonged to Edward Worthy Mount ague, be- 
fides the perdeh of Khorajfan, mentions that of Irak ; 

S> 

with which two other manufcripts agree. 

But one very beautiful copy differs from all thofe above fpoken 
of, and introduces a fixth mufical mode, thus, 

And in a fine manufcript, brought from Perfia by the celebrated 
. Chardin, the tetraftich cannot be found, although the book wants 
not any of its original leaves. 

The Second Paflage, of whioh I fhall here mark the variations, 
occurs in the third chapter of the Gulijlan , (near the end) and is 
thus given by Gentius, p. 292 : 



jS < ♦ \L» J (, frjymS jl igtAiyl i> jjtJ* 

gSj? L 
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— — “ Arabcm quendam fuijfe , qui cum aliquant um arts accumu- 
late t , tioclu Luanorum nietu, folus in cc dibus fuis fomnum non 
capiebat .** 



A mark of reference is placed before luanorum , by which Gentius 
rendered the Perfian ; but I have fought in vain among the 

notes for an explanation of the Latin word. The Calcutta Sadi 
has this palTage as follows, p. 

f *JU. j Sjj *Jw*l i» cr!j* 

&C. fjiAysi. 

And the Mountague manufcript, already mentioned, thus : 

(_^>l (J~>.yZS j' J V s * * x * : v I; 

with the word as explanatory or fynonimus, written in a fmaller 
character over the word 

Another copy gives it in the following manner : 

Lfriyte jl ^ <s*>* h 

I fhall here obferve, that Gentius * makes a diftindtion between 
the word Areb , and Aarab; which feems not to have been 

attended to in the MSS. The former, he fays, f gnifies an Arabian 
in general, “ five urbes , five pagos , five deferta incolat the latter, 
the Arab of the Defect, the Nomade , who, forfaking cities and 
villages, “ fola deferta et campcfria inhabitat .** 

* Nota ad Rofar. Polit. p. 597. 
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The next manufcript I fhall quote neither mentions the 
nor the ^Iaja , but has the paflage thus : 

uM.* 3 * *»Lai ji JLjfij jl <-*£9 iyj S<X«! Sjf 'gAjk )j jjJ^C 

mentioning the Arab’s fears, without the occafion of them. 



It is pretty obvious, however, that apprehenfions on account of 
his money deprived him of reft : and Mr. Sulivan, in his “ Seledt 
Fables from the Guliftan ” *, has thus tranflated the words in 
queftion : — “ An Arabian once had collected fome money ; and all 
night, from the dread of lofng this money, he had no ref *' — 

The Chardin MS., which I have before fpoken of, gives the 
paflage as follows : 

V* f *r Ay I> trtr* 

mentioning the Arab’s dread of folitude. With this reading another 

copy in my pofleflion thus nearly agrees : 

0 j ^ v - ** i ) 

The Next paflage in the Gulifan , of which I fhall remark the 
variations, occurs in the laft ftory but one, of the third chapter: I 
mean that ou L^s. which begins with the words y-,1^ Sf— jl {S ^t. 

The paflage is given by Gentius (p. 298) as follows : 

S3 

. *>y y> [f j'j'f $**+! 

and thus tranflated by him in the oppofite page : 

■“ In jucundum Cyropolis campum prodiit, et imperavit ut an- 
nuitant globo famof cujufdam condi torii affigerent 



* Page no. Odtavo. London, 1774. 
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With the Perlian reading of Gentius , the Calcutta Edition agrees, 

except that a final <§ is added to the word page Of 

this word I fhall here remark, that one manufcript which I have 

feen fpells it (no doubt improperly) thus, It is the name 

of that delightful fpot, the fame of which has been celebrated in 
the admirable ftanzas of the Poet Hafiz, and perpetuated by the 
elegant tranflation of Sir William Jones *. 

“ Boy, let yon liquid ruby flow. 

And bid thy penfive heart be glad : 

Whate’er the frowning zealots fay. 

Tell them their Eden cannot fhow 
A ftream fo clear as Rocnabad , 

- ' A bower fo fweet as M of ell ay." 

Over the word <s‘!ka* in a manufcript which I fhall hereafter 
quote, that learned and molt inftrudtive traveller Chardin has written 
campum facrum, by Gentius tranflated jucundum. 

A fmall and very beautiful copy agrees with the reading of the 
Calcutta Edition above mentioned ; as does another large and valu- 
able Manufcript, .which has the following marginal note on the 
word Mofellay , written in a minute and remarkably neat character : 

Ajta fji *~ l ' N tsLaJ ^ (Jp tfljA tS Uwt 

* Perfian Grammar, p. 132. Third Edition. 

Poems and Tranflations, &c. p. 60. Second Edition . 
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“ It is the name of a place* at Sbirauz , the air of which is fweet 
and temperate ; the plain delightful.” 

And on the word o^as another note, which fays 
“ it is the name of a place” While another copy explains o^as by 
the word jsdu lofty , high, &c. 

In the very handfome copy which once belonged to the celebrated 
Chardin , the paffage thus differs from any of the readings before 
mentioned : 

diijSa yoaS iXac Ijj j j <s)kxXt-t 

The notes, partly French, and partly Latin, of that learned 
Oriental i ft, are placed above the words of this paffage in the fol- 
lowing order : 

Over ^ (as I before mentioned) campum facrum. 

Over dome , voute, globe. 

Over *3y)J1 ouac nomen regis. 

And over y*w attacker. 

The tranflation of this ftory by Mr. Sulivan * does not afcertain 
whether j^a* is the name famof cujufdam conditorii , according to 
Gentius j or of a place, according to the Perfian note before men- 



* Select Fables from the Guliftan, p. 74. The whole palfage is thus tranflated : 
Once upon a time he went out with his courtiers to walk in the valley of Shiraz, and 
gave his orders that the ring fliould be placed upon the top of a high dome,” &c. 

I 
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tioned; or of a king ,' as Chardin explains it. But I have one 
manufcript which inftead of has sl^> ( a court or fiquare ), 

and gives the paflage altogether as follows : 



«X**5” *L& \j &jj&£saj l Ij Co, ( . 

where for *_aa 5 (which with the verb lignifies to fix or fafien 

to J, we find fignifying to fiufipcnd or hang up. 



The Fourth paflage which I ftiall here mention is an Arabick 
Coj or Diftich, which occurs in the fourth chapter of the Gulifian , 
very near the end ; and in Gentius’s printed edition is found in 
p. 314, with the Latin tranflation on the oppofite page, thus: 



iJigj lit UM 

tX^j uy0 a! 

Quando praco ille afinorum pater rudebat 
Vocem edebat , qua munitijjimam 
Perfiarum arcem Ifiecbar defiruebat. 

The word which I particularly allude to here is the ancient name 
of Perfiepolis , which is found in one very valuable manufcript 

copy of Sadi's works j where, however, fome variations occur in 
other words of the paflage : they are thus given : 

I .confefs I entertain fome doubts on the propriety of reading 
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ljiakbar in this diflich, which has fumilhed Gentius with the fub- 
je£t of a note, (p. 606) and which is quoted by the learned Tychfen 
in his admirable little eflay on Perfe polls*. I have fought in vain for 
the paflage in three of my beft MSS. One copy, however, gives 
the fecond line as follows, (the firft being the fame with that in 
Gentius) : 

^ 3 3333 * 33*3 - 

«Xg-> £>yc A] 

where the copulative s (hews that two places are alluded to ; which, 
indeed, is proved by the following note on this paflage, written in 
the margin : 

•XjI j £jJeue] 

Ufuturkh and Pars are both names of cities , ( or places ). 

Another copy reads this diflich as follows : 

lil 

y«yl5 Atgij CjytO ii 

It may be here remarked, that the word ljiakbar is fpelt with 
Jin; and it is fo written in two or three copies of the Shah Nameb 
which I have lately had occafion to collate ; while fome fpell it 
with ssad, and fome without the initial alif. 

But the Calcutta Edition has neither ljiakbar nor Ufuturkh : it 
reads the line in queftion thus, p. ijo p : 

- — o 

* Vide €€ Olai Gerhardi Tychfen Opufcula Quatuor Antiquitates Orientales illuf- 
trantia.” Quarto. Roftoch. 1794. 

I 2 
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I lhall here clofe my remarks on the variations of thofe four 
pailages. In a future Number I lhall point out fome in other parts 
of Sadi’s works ; in the Shah Nameh of Firdausi, the Sekander 
Nameb of Nizami, and the Divan of Hafiz, having collated 
various manufcript copies of all thefe works. The Latin and 
French notes written by the ingenious Chardin in the Gulijlan , 
which I have had occafion to mention, lhall be alfo prefented to the 
reader of the Oriental C oil e El ions : a work which will be always 
open to communications of a fimilar nature. 
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A Lover to bis Taper. — Translated from the 
Arabick of the Sheick Safy Eddin Alhillay, by 
the Rev. J. D. Carlyle, M. A. Prtfeflor of 
Arabick in the Univerfty of Cambridge , and 
Chancellor of the Diocfe of Carlifle . 



THIS Poet flourished about the 740 th year of the hegira (of our 
sera 1339). He was born of a confiderable family, and lived prin- 
cipally in Syria. He feems not only to have enjoyed the favour of 
mod of the petty defpots of his own country, but to have been 
held in efteem at the courts of Cairo and Bagdad. He has left a 
Divan, or collections of poems, which is divided into twelve parts, 
each part containing compofitions of a fimilar nature. From the 
third of thefe, inti tied c,UUaM gy\ ^ i. e. Various Defcriptions, 
the following verfes are taken * : 



* The learned and ingenious author of the u Specimens of Arabian Poetry ” did 
not communicate this tranflation until after the arrangement of the original articles for 
this Number was formed, and a great part of it printed off. But the Editor would not 
defer the publication of any thing which fell from fo elegant a pen. 
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CJUO yi $\3 

<jL» £*&J1 

y* AraII, *J tsyj. 

K^Up ^ Jou^i { . > L>a. 

A a 1A4 ilfiwj 



Yon wafting taper when I fee 

I cry, “ Poor fool, our lot’s the fame ! ” 

I bear a raging fire like thee, 

Yet dread whate’er would quench the flame. 

Like thine, with tears this face o’erflows, 

And bleach’d and wan thefe cheeks appear : 
Like thine, thefe eyes no flumbers clofe, — 
Like thine, — a melting heart is here ! 
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The Hiftory of the Conqueft of Zoos — Tranjlated 
from the P erf an of Ahmed Ibn Afem of Cyfa 
by the Rev. B. Gerrans, Teacher of the Per - 
fan and other Oriental Languages , and Mqfter 
of the Academy in Fenchurch Street. 



THE following paflage has been feledted from the manufcript 
work of Ahmed Ibn Afem of Cufa , chiefly on account of the am- 
biguity of the name y»^,i Zoos. This fome might fuppofe to 
fignify Coos, from the fhortnefs of the voyage between it and 
Cyprus, the expedition to which immediately preceded the conqueft 
of Zoos ; and becaufe the two Arabian hiftorians Abulpharage and 
Elmacin mention the capture of Coos by Moavia. The learned 
tranflator, however, is convinced from the tenor of the two follow- 
ing chapters, that the ifland y-^j here fpoken of mull have been a 
place of far greater importance than Coos or Chios ; and, in fa<ft, 
none other than the great ifland of Rhodes. That y-^S ftiould be 
written for Rodos, will not by any means furprife thofe ac- 

quainted with the nature of Oriental penman fh ip, fimilar miftakes 
being frequent in Arabick, Perfian, and Turkifh MSS. The 
Editor has reafon to hope that the future Numbers of this Publica- 
tion will be enriched with other extracts and tranflations from the 
very curious hiftory of Ahmed Ibn Afem. 
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UTM* *H>* 



Ju^l»« Cwn^j (j~^o *T «X£> j 1 

\j *T AjJ* AmAiI «X*J ^5 j*«»j |> j U t _5 >iXm 

jjlj XkC ai)l Qjl*A* «*U (3 Ix^ Ci_'i^ A*!" {** 

g^laaL L>j 4 jlT *T c^AjJjL Ju^.l&« AXwp ^A-*l <IX*J_^aL <gjyi**% 

^1 «x£Ij A)^£a^ ilXj^lc *r u < » >b ( . ^lyj ^ ^aUc 

fL^ i) urrs^ tf*t^ **" '-*b* Jj* Li^ji y </j> tfAjity 

C$jL» ^15^ ^ £>&? «}1>^ t5^W (S ^ *$ «\»I^ 

y>jJ j **s>\*+i v*^* (jl>>? 

jl jju *jj ^. ^1 

ijo\ysL jt ^ x c l». > If tf&iy* j ^jT <-*JjA 3 ^J3J3 Lj ^oyi«\£ 

b yo 1^1 fl + Ac ^ l ^X asT ji^x) jXaJ ^ L a a>awJ jXiJjA i * >L? ' 3 

£ft**5 jb* (jjI>U1ma.« ^C&T aX3^j 

qj^I tX)*Xj*Xj ji (^ » ^ b iXiOol^ 1 q aama^p ^ iX)^^i^i ^ajXj ^ 

JgL>^ <XS«\«f £ . ^L>1 »Lma>< jL (jIC^aj ^ (XuaJU ^ k aAam ^ J* **>* 

^xSUfc .ilol c*Xa? (JL>V^ £ • >^r»J W b C • )^U>Xa ^ *XS^l^> jlxl 

CjjJGJ ( . ^b£u|^j ^UL#X*** Jbu l«X^^5II aI X oIc <X3«X£ A A ^S 
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WHEN Moavia (as they relate) had fubje&ed the ifland of 
Cyprus, in which he found a great quantity of plunder, he deter- 
mined to go to the ifland of Zoos to make a conqueft of that ifland 
alfo. To this purpofe he wrote a letter to Ofman, the Commander 
of the Faithful, requefting his permiflion; from whom he received 
an anfwer, informing him, “ that maritime affairs were full of 
danger ; that he could not poflibly forefee what might be the refult 
of that expedition ; but if he had refolved to make the dangerous 
experiment, and his zeal prompted him to this pious voyage, 
namely, to rifle the dangers of the fea for the fake of converting 
the people of Zoos to Iflamifm, it behoved him to gird liimfelf 
with the belt of circumfpedtion, and put on the mantle of fortitude.** 
When Moavia received the Calif’s letter, he determined upon the 
voyage and conqueft of this ifland j and after recalling his troops' 
from all quarters, collected them together. When the army were 
aflembled, he commanded them to conftru<ft fhips, boats, carriages’, 
and military engines ; after which he embarked with a. large body 
of his grandees, attendants, forces, enligns and ftandards. When 
the fleet had got under weigh, the Moflems fhouted and praifed 
God after the accuftomed manner, and the fhips drove rapidly on 
till they faw the ifland at a diftance ; the inhabitants of which in 
their turn manned their fleet, armed to meet them, and commenced 
hoftilities : fo that the Moflems had a moft bloody engagement in 
the middle of the fea, in which many lives were loft on both lides. 
At laft, however, (by divine permiflion) the Moflems were vic- 

K 
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jj ]j xjj -j&i *i i ^c*^= y< 

^ ^ ^ «X u aL l«X)l I^j i A \j jJmjysL ^ i Xaxmm jiyud Lj^ jU^> 

( » ^IjJ ^Ix* ^ jL# ^ ^ *XS^& cla^ tf l^JuL^ ^Am^h 

*Sjx&\ t r^tj^ (j? ^ ^L> ^jUUAa^o j1 0 ,U ( . ^ *U3J «xJJ3L> 

i » ^ ^ ^ «Xj^ ( • ^W> ,5 ^ ^ (^UUl*** jl t5 xtU^ l> 

ajuUI ^ j^lU £l£*L» ^1^51 ^ «Xaa» b j*L>JI J£ SyS£=> 3 ^ULc «x^x>L ^j^yJ ajLl 

JW 4W 

ijL «X)i its j ^*t»wL ^ ^ A)Ub jl 1^ uui w Xi 

jU _> &izsj^> jj «ij g* 'Jy s ^ a v^?- j' 

iX)^l AjjIju XtX)LsSj ^ jl «Xaa 9 L *~"i>| 

j w,U«j >*' • x5 V s> !> < d ? , <a ‘ l * (j_)' Lj *>«>* 

jl g^x&^ail ^ ^ Sj2j^d ilfji ^U-O UAMJ 1; ^A.f=nS ^1 

f » >LolXc ijMi u L»> ^liL^ak A^jlj CmmI^ xl^aj ^ AJmjysL <!a(| * w 

^ J - jL ^ (X)^l^> l^AA*JkT ^ «XaAjL» CA»M £ Cl3^ ^ ^Lu4 ^«3L« ^ 

jX* U fl AA»jJ X*[j iU^JUO &i & A4*j j\jS (IXcULfeJ ifj^i 3^u 

^ (jXilj t^AAfi 3 u-9$* J u^.y^ ^ 3 M *151 ^ (jjUac 

jl ^jaJLa^+II ^LaamjJ ^jAA*«£*11 jX*0 L j*jU-C .*!.* £j*& . y\*l cX^LLmaJ 

( > ^ *jl^T |jya> ^ «X*l 3 «Xm^l jt ^Iac i^y« (« ^ 

<w 

AjT vlI^Lc^ tlxi^^raj 1^ (jjl Cl>>^ £a +a»5 AaxX* J.£1^j b 
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torious, by taking the greater part of the enemy’s fleet, and putting 
the remainder to flight. After which they arrived at the ifland, 
drew up their {hips and fattened them on the fea ftiore, difembarked 
their troops, and, applying their hands to plunder and flaughter, 
waged obftinate war; in which many men were killed, and much 
armour, rich merchandize, and valuable moveables acquired. In 
the heat of the adtion a Moflem, named Abdar'rahman Ebu gareeb 
Afchari, going with a party to the principal relidence, difeovered a 
large palace and delightful habitation, in which were near five hun- 
dred handfome young male and female flaves, which, together with 
all forts of goblets, mirrors, rich apparel, and other articles, they 
brought out and bore away to the camp. During this interval a 
piece of cotton cloth fell from the bofom of a female {lave fattened 
with a clafp, which they took up, and, upon opening it, found a 
gold feal-ring fet with rubies, which, being brought to Moavia, he 
commanded thofe who were fkilful in precious ftones to eftimate, 
who, after due infpedtion, declared it to be worth twelve hundred 
dinars. This ring Moavia took for his own {hare; and after 
placing the male and female flaves which they found in the ifland 
on board their {hips, they performed religious rites on the fliore to 
the Almighty for their fafety and prefervation. After this he dif- 
patched a letter to Ofman, the Commander of the Faithful, (may 
the bleflings of God reft on him) in which he deferibed the fitua- 
tion of affairs in the ifland of Zoos ; and likewife fent a fifth part 
of the fpoil which he got in it. The Commander of the Faithful 
being overjoyed at thefe glad tidings, poured out prayers of gratitude 
to the Creator, and divided the plunder among the people of Me- 
dina. When Moavia took this ifland and facked it, he put to 

k a 



Digitized by ooQie 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 



68 



[No. I. 



( . ^ OoJJU *T aajLIs Cjz5L> CS\j *T \j *y t y^ 

(»\ l Lj SyAj* CJ^u Cti^laL Lj uiLs v!^ *jij^ 

hi • jt 1; 45 ^cU> J *y*J* Iff ^ if<X&*** j Cjj l#x V, *y t j^ 

(\)LmIj ( . j U IJ L»« ( , j l Lj $y*j9 jLwJ %j±sL&2 j 3U ^IjUM^i ji 

^ ,t 

U“U b **>=* CD* J fl*4 L^’ JU C^bj .) £>J+* 

jtT jufcU.- 4 i X ^wb xlti Qjbf* j f AJ J* J AJAJiy^^fc* 

Ay*’’* Qjl*j* iSi i Sz jy*A* *X*~y U-JJ^ j* '-’^ **~J* 

Si y*S (Jjj j-*. j*Ij J jLJ j f V s jUiSwlj A>J *XaiU *>U<* *r 

a^ut* ir* tfjx> yA*-* y* 3 cjj'y a* wy*^ 



CD*~b oJUyi) cd *~ 3 CD* j* ^ *>* vb 8 *- sf'y^.y (jD^ <j»* 

b^ib. **jJ tpibNj* c ^W <sj)j *T ow»Jl g$* cdA~ vb * 1 

( . j lj uj yf ^Jic tflL tjT| j | *T Um^L uj^ jUmj *T iXi^m Wl* 4 

jb'^fry fi**** fcj i Aj^j *^L 3 (^b**** .> ‘- u£ -*Ai** b**0 

f . ji U i\b ^ViSi^ jL ^ i^oiXm « 5Cufc jii ( . ^ jl U \jAjj\jl< ( 3 * *xj 

wr?y *j*y? y* * *= > *y. <$** ^ vb^ % J*y? cd* J.jd 
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death all the inhabitants which he found therein, and the remainder 
difperfed themfelves into every quarter; fo that the idand was def- 
lated till the time that Moavia attained the Califat, who ordered it 
to be repeopled, a grand mofque to be eredted, and fent a colony of 
Modems with much wealth, armour, and provifions, commanding 
them to fettle, build houfes, and cultivate the land. Twenty years 
they relided there, and, jealous of honour, retaliated the affronts of 
the kingdom of Roum ; and the place flourifhed more than at the 
firft day that it was inhabited. Mujahid * fays “ In the dfty-third 
year of the Hejrut, while the Modems were in podeflion of Zoos, 
Mamur •f' was dain in that very mofque which Moavia had built 
while I faid prayers, and with the dagger of the fon of the wife of 
Caab ; but the news came while I was expounding the Koran. 
One day he faid to me, O Mujahid ! I perceive that this idand will 
very foon be plundered, and this is the token of its dedrudtion ! 
In the time of a high wind a certain perfon will arrive, who will 
trample this ornament of the Modems under feet.” — The fame 
author obferves, “ After feme time had elapfed, on a certain day 
a vehement wind arofe, which reverfed the upper dep of this ladder, 
and at the fame time a letter came from Yezed, which brought 
intelligence of the death of his father Moavia. At this news we 
were much didreded, and returned back again on the very day that 
the idand was plundered. This was the catadrophe of the idand 
of Zoos.” 

• The name of an hiftorian, who was (apparently) an inhabitant of the ifland at 
that time. 

t Mamur was, I apprehend, the name of the governor. 
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Anecdotes of INDIAN MU SICK. 
By W. Ouseley, JEfq. 



WHEN I firft refolved to apply myfelf to the ftudy of the fine 
arts, as cultivated among the Perfians, I folicited from various 
correfpondents fettled in the Eaft the communication of fuch books 
and original information on thofe fubjeds as their fituation might 
enable them to procure, whilft I availed myfelf of every opportunity 
that offered in this country to increafe my collection of Oriental 
manufcripts. 

With two fine copies of Sadi’s Gulijlan and Bojlan , which once 
belonged to the celebrated Chardin *, I have lately been fo fortunate 
as to purchafe a fhort, but very curious, effay on Perfian Mufick, 
which from many circumffances I am willing to perfuade myfelf 
was brought to Europe by that ingenious Orientalift, and is the 
fame manufcript of which he laments that he had not procured the 



* From his notes, written in a moil minute hand, and in the French and Latin 
languages, on feveral pages of the Gulijlan , the Second Number of this work ftiall be 
enriched with extra&s. 
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explanation while at Isfahan *. But as my defign in the prefent 
eflay relates only to the mufick of Hindoojlan , I lhall proceed to 
mention, that among feveral books fent to me from that country, 
fome, though written in the Perlian language, profefs to be tranf- 
lated from the Sanfcrit, and treat of the mufical modes, the Raugs 
and Raugnees of the Hindus. From thefe, however, fo little has 
been borrowed in the courfe of the following remarks, that if any 
thing curious or entertaining fhould be found in them, the thanks 
of the reader will be principally due to my brother Mr. Gore Oufeley, 
whom a refidence of feveral years in India has rendered perfectly 
acquainted with the theory and practice of Hindu Mufick. 

By him were communicated the Indian, airs, and drawings of 
mufical inftruments : I can only boaft of having compiled from his 
letters : of having deciphered (not without difficulty) the notation 
of the Ramgu/ly, and tranflated a few paflages from a Perfian manu- 
fcript treatife on mufick, which I (hall mention hereafter, and for 
the perufal of which I am indebted to the politenefs of Sir George 
Staunton. 

* Chardin, (Quarto Edition, 1735) Vol. III. p. 158. 

Sir William Jones, in his Differtation on the Mufical Modes of the Hindus, men- 
tions a Perfian treatife entitled “ Durratu'ltaj, compofed by a very learned man, fo 
generally called Allatni Shirazi, or the great philofopher of Shiraz , that his proper name 
is almoft forgotten.’’ AJiatick Re/earches, Vol. III.— An ingenious friend has com- 
municated the title of the Eflay on Mufick comprifed in that collcdlion : 

jjlx J S U1! 1 ijS f 

^hich, from certain circumfiances, he once believed to be the compofition of Sadi. We 
find an Eflay on Mufick among the works of another celebrated poet, Jami. 
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On the fubjeft of thofe ancient and extraordinaiy melodies, which 
the Hindus call Raugs and Rauginees, and the popular 

traditions are as numerous and romantick, as the powers afcribed to 
them are miraculous. Of the fix Raugs, the five firft owe their 
origin to the God Mahadeo , who produced them from his five 
heads. Far but tee his wife conftrudted the fixth; and the thirty 
Rauginees were compofed by Rrimba. Thus, of celeftial invention, 
thefe melodies are of a peculiar genus : and of the three ancient 
genera of the Greeks refemble moft the Enharmonick ; the more 
modern compofitions are of that fpecies termed Diatonick. A fpe- 
cimen of thefe is given in the Hindovee air, Gul buddun thoo bum 
fee, in the annexed plate ; of which the words (too trifling to de- 
ferve tranflation) are thus written in the original language : 



fcjV" jW 

lAa. Ls> s 'S'gji 

In the fame plate I have given the notes of a Hindu Jungle Tuppa 
and of a Bengalee tune ; of which the following are the words : 

Nock erbefor Jeelee millee 
Poteer gulla doorea Koonja 
Choola dauntee hajjia Naaloo 
Rangonee gwalia naalo 

A confiderable difficulty is found in fetting to mufick the Raugs 
and Rauginees, as our fyftem does not fupply notes or figns fuf- 
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ficiently expreflive of the almoft imperceptible elevations and de- 
preflions of the voice in thefe melodies; of which the time is 
broken and irregular, the modulations frequent and very wild. 
Whatever magick was in the touch when Orpheus fwept his lyre, 
or Timotheus filled his foftly-breathing flute, the effedts faid to have 
been produced by two of the fix Raugs, are even more extraordinary 
than any of thofe afcribed to the modes of the ancients. Mia 
Tonjine , a wonderful mufician in the time of King Akber, fung one 
of the Night Raugs at mid-day : the powers of his mufick were 
fuch that it inftantly became night, and the darknefs extended in a 
circle round the palace as far as the found of his voice could be 
heard. 



There is a tradition, that whoever lhall attempt to fing the Raug 
Dheepuck is to be deftroyed by fire. The Emperor Akber ordered 
Naik Gopaui, a celebrated mufician, to fing that Raug: he en- 
deavoured to excufe himfelf, but in vain ; the Emperor infilled on 
obedience : he therefore requefted permiflion to go home and bid 
farewell to his family and friends. It was winter when he re- 
turned, after an abfence of fix months. Before he began to fing 
he placed himfelf in the waters of the 'Jumna till they reached his 
neck. As foon as he had performed a ftrain or two, the river gra- 
dually became hot ; at length began to boil ; and the agonies of the 
unhappy mufician were nearly infupportable. Sufpending for a 
moment the melody thus cruelly extorted, he fued for mercy from 
the Monarch, but fued in vain. Akber wilhed to prove more 
ftrongly the powers of this Raug : Naik Gopaui renewed the fatal 

L 
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fong : flames burft with violence from his body, which, though 
immerfed in the waters of the "Jumna , was confumed to afhes ! 

Thefe, and other anecdotes of the fame nature, are related by 
many of the Hindus, and implicitly believed by fome. The efleft 
produced by the Maig Mullaar Raug was immediate rain. And it 
is told, that a finging girl once, by exerting the powers of her 
voice in this Raug, drew down from the clouds timely and refrefli- 
ing fhowers on the parched rice-crops of Bengal, and thereby averted 
the horrors of famine from the Paradife of Regions *. An Euro- 
pean, in that country, inquiring after thofe whofe mufical per- 
formance might produce fimilar effedls, is gravely told, “ that the 
art is now almoft loft ; but that there are ftill muficians poflefled of 
thofe wonderful powers in the Weft of India.” But if one inquires 
in the Weft, they fay, “ that if any fuch performers remain they 
are to be found only in Bengal.” 

Of the prefent mufick and the fenfations it excites one can fpeak 
with greater accuracy. “ Many of the Hindu melodies” (to ufe 
the words of an excellent mufician) “ poflefs the plaintive fimpli- 
city of the Scotch and Irifh, and others a wild originality pleafing 
beyond defcription.” 

Counterpoint feems not to have entered, at any time, into the 
fyftem of Indian Mufick. It is not alluded to in the manufcript 

* An Arabick title given to the province of Bengal by Aurungzxcb. See Jones’s 
Perf. Gram. p. 82. 
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treatifes which I have hitherto perufcd, nor have I difcovered that 
any of our ingenious Orientalifts fpeak of it as being known in 
Hindoftan. The books, however, which treat of the mufick of 
that country are numerous and curious. Sir William Jones mentions 
the works of Amin, a mufician ; the Damodara, the Narayan, the 
Ragarnava, (or fea of paffions) ; the Sabhavinoda, (or delight of 
aflemblies) ; the Ragavibodha, (or dodlrine of mufical modes) ; the 
Ratnacara, and many other Sanfcrit and Hindujiani treatifes. There 
is befides the Raugaderpun , (or mirror of Raugs) tranflated into 
Perfian by Fakur Ullab from an Hindovee Book on the Science 
of Mufick, called Muncuttuhub, compiled by order of Man Sing, 
Rajah of Gualier. The Sungeet Derpun, (or mirror of melody) is 
alfo a Perfian tranflation from the Sanfcrit. To thefe I am enabled 
to add, by the kindnefs of the learned Baronet whom I have before 
mentioned, the title of another Hindovee work tranflated by Deen - 
anaut, the fon of Baufdheo, into the Perfian language on the firfl: of 
the month Ramzan, in the year of the Hegira 1137, of our sera 
1724. 

.> <£\> £ 

“ An ElTay on the Science of Mufick, tranflated from the book 
Paurjauthuck : the objedt of which is to teach the underftanding of 
the Raugs and Raugnees, and the playing upon mufical inAruments.’* 

From this work, while I refer the reader to the learned obferva- 
tions of Sir William Jones, and other ingenious members of the 
Afiatick Society, on the mufical modes, and the inftruments of the 

l 2, 
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Hindus , I fliall here briefly ftate that they have a gamut, confifting 
of feven notes, like our own, which being repeated in three feveral 
AJl,hans* , or odtaves, form in all a fcale of twenty-one natural 
notes. The feven notes which form the gamut are exprefled, Sa 
ra ga ma pa da na , or Sa, ri , ga, ma , pa, dha , ni- — And, when 
written at length, ftand thus : 

Kau,redge 

Rekhub 

Gundhaur 

Mud.dhum 

Punchum 

Dhawoth 

Neekhaudh — 

Of thefe feven words (the firfl: excepted) the initial letters are 
ufed in writing mufick to reprefent the notes. Inftead of the initial 
of the firfl or loweft, (Kauredge) that of the word y* (for) is ufed, 
which fignifies emphatically the note, — being, as it were, the foun- 
dation of the others, “ and named” (fays Sir William Jones *f*) 
Swara, or the found, from the important office which it bears in the 
fcale.” — The ufe of Sur or Swara inflead of Kauredge prevents a 
poffibility of miftaking the initial of the latter for that of Gund- 

# From the Sanfcrit words ajhta or ajlhcm , (fignifying eight ) and ara (the /pole of a 
vjheel, or any thing refembling it), a very learned Orientalift is of opinion that the 
Hebrew AJhtarothy and the Perfian Sitarah , (formerly AJlarah ) (a far with eight rays) 
are moft probably derived. The Perfian numeral is evidently the fame as the 

Sanfcrit . See Mr. Wilford’s Effay on Egypt and the Nile— Afiatick Ref. Vol. III. 

+ Effay on the Mufical Modes of the Hindus.— Afiatick Refearches, Vol. III. 
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baur; a circumftance which might otherwife happen, the characters 
being alike in form. But it is not the initial letter only of each 
note that we find ufed in writing mufick : Rekhub is often thus de- 
fcribed, Dhazvoth os and Neekhaudb ; — when the gamut may 

be exprefled according to the form given by Sir William Jones : Sa 
ri ga ma pa dha ni — And in a manufcript before me the firll note 
is always fully defcribed j*. (fur j. 



In each of the three oCtaves, wherein thefe feven notes are re- 

% 

peated, there are twenty-two J, rut is or foorts , (Dieses) by which 
the Major and Minor tones are moil curioufly diftinguifhed : 



Major tone Minor tone Semi- 
tone 




Major 
-JL ■* 

ma 



Major Minor Semi 

1 ■ 1 1 1 ■ j — t 

w pa 04 da ^ na 



The following words are found written at length, either preceding, 
under or over the notes according to the neceflary variations. I have 
given their pronunciation and fignification : 
aU*1 IJiaud t flow. 
sj Ro, quick. 

Gujht , quaver. 
fumbaun , fliake. 

ouxos» Kajheed , lengthen, or continue the found. 
zJo Thurrab, double, but not fo quick as to be confounded 
into one. 

yQ.y . Teep 1 Either of thefe words marks the note to 

jLs, Kopaulee J be raifed an oCtave. 
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Sometimes one note is affected by two of thofe words ; as Thur- 
rah and Kajhced placed over or under the note Dhawoth in the 
Ramgully , of which I have given the notation : and in the manu- 
fcript before me thofe words are written in red ink, while the cha- 
racters which reprefent the notes are in black. 

I fhall endeavour to explain the notation of the tune, given in 
the annexed plate, in the following manner, ufing capital letters to 
exprefs the notes, and italicks for the words which are applied to 
them, and which in the manufcript are written in red ink, but in 
the plate are expreffed in an oblique and fmaller character. 

(Before the tune we read Cartoon e newaktun Ramgully t The rule 
for playing the air Ramgully). 



SA 


SA 


GA 


SA 


DHA 


KPY 


IJiaud 


Ro 


Ro 


Ro 


Ro 


IJiaud 


KPY 


NI 


DHA 


PA 


DHA 




IJiaud Kajhced 


Thurrah Thurrah 


Kajheed 




guJJjt 




kajheed 








NI 


DHA 


PA 


MA 


GA 


GA 


Thurrah 


Ro 


Kafjeed Thurrah 


Thurrah 


Ro 








kajheed 






GA 


RI 


SA 


SA 







Kajheed Tburrah Thurrah IJiaud. 
kajheed kajheed 



Here SA fignifies fur , (which itfelf, as I before remarked, is put 
for the firft note Kauredge ); GA, Gundhaur ; DHA, Dhawoth , &c. 
but the reader will perceive the introduction of KPY, in the above 
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fcheme, not enumerated among the notes of the Gamut. I have 
ufed thofe three letters to exprefs Kopalee, (fignifying the odtave of 
the note) which in the manufcript is defcribed by an Arabick Caf 
of a different form from the character which reprefents the note 
Gtindhaur , as may be feen in the engraving, where I have given, 
copied exadtly from the drawing in the manufcript, a figure of the 
1 Tambooreh o jy *&> with the notes applied to the finger-board, ex- 
planatory of its fcale. 



There are annexed, alfo, reprefentations of the Serinda, or Bengal 
violin, in full (fig. i.) and profile (fig. 2.), with its bow, (fig. 3.) 
The firings of this inllrument are of a certain kind of filk. 



Of the Baaferee , (fig. 4.) or pipe of CriJJjnah , the Hindu 
Apollo : one perforated bamboo, fimilar to our Flageolet, except 
that each hole is not fo exactly divided by notes, but many by half 
notes : its tone is foft and plaintive, and fo eafily filled that fome 
blow it with their noftrils. 



Of the Toomeree , (fig. 5.) an inftrument more common in the 
Deckan than in Bengal : it is formed of a Gourd or Cuddos nut, and 
two fmall perforated bamboos, with reeds in each, like thofe of 
the bag-pipe. 

In a future Number of this Publication the fubjedt of Indian 
Mufick fhall be continued ; the notes given of a tune fet from the 
voice of the finging girls of Cajhtncre, and fome paifages from an 
original manufcript in Perfian, on the Mufick of that province. 
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Account of a Large Tree. — Communicated by 

Colonel Ironside. 



BY the fide of the Ganges, about three miles above the fortrefs 
of Allahabad, near the fmall pagoda of a Gojfein Fakir, I faw, on the 
31 ft of November 1777, four Trees called Kulberich; the trunk of 
one of which appeared of fo uncommon a fize, that I fent for a firing 
to meafure its dimenfions, and found the circumference of it to be 
thirty feet ten inches. Its height is that of a pretty large beech, 
the rind or bark even, annulated, and pulpy j and all the limbs 
fmooth and very large, but rather fcant of foliage, thofe very fmall 
branches which bore leaves being in clufiers, fo that the tree, at 
fome diftance, feemed not unlike a ftem of the thick fpecies of 
coralline . The leaves are the fize of oak leaves, but not finuated, 
and of a light, though not bright, green. The fruit is of the fame 
colour, in ftiape almoft conical like a pine , nine inches long, eleven 
inches and an half round the moft fwelling part, and with a foft 
velvet rind. Not being in bloflom at that feafon, I had no oppor- 
tunity to obferve the flower. The Fakir told me that there were 
only thofe four within feven hundred miles of the place, the feeds 
of them, which are fhaped like a kidney bean, and as large as a 
caravanfa , having been fent for by one of the Emperors and fown 
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there. The groves, and fafhion of the ground, as well as the fruit 
trees, and a large ftone-wall about them, indicate the place to have 
been once a garden ; and it is called to this time Begum-ke Bang, 
or the Queen's Garden. 

On my arrival at Patna, on the fecond of January, 177S, I luckily 
met with a gentleman named Kerr , celebrated for his (kill in bota- 
nical refearches, who told me, that the above-mentioned tree was of 
the fpecies, clafled in the Linncean fyftem under the name of Adan - 
fonia , a defcription of which is to be found in the Sixth Edition of 
his Genera Plant arum , printed at Stockholm , 1764, p. 352. 



Account of a BANIAN Tree , in the Province 
of Bahar. — By Colonel Ironside. 



Near Manjee , a fmall town at the confluence of the Dewah (or 
GograJ and the Ganges , about twenty miles Weft of the city of 
Patna, there is a remarkably large Tree called a Bur or Banian Tree , 
which has the quality of extending its branches, in a horizontal 
direction, to a confiderable diftance from its Jlem ; and of then 
dropping leaflefs fibres, or f cions, to the ground, which there catch 
hold of the earth, take root, embody, grow thick, and ferve either 
to fupport the protra&ed branches, or, by a farther vegetation, to 

M 
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compofe a fecond trunk. From thefe branches , other arms again 
fpring out, fall down, enter the ground, grow up again, and con- 
ftitute a third Jlem, and fo on. From the oppofite pretty high bank 
of the Ganges , and at the diftance of near eight miles, we perceived 
this tree, of a pyramidical fhape, with an eafy fpreading Hope from 
its fummit to the extremity of its low r er branches ; and miftook it 
at fir ft for a fmall hill. We had no quadrant to take its height j 
but the middle or principal Jlem is considerably higher, I think, 
than the higheft elm , or other tree, I ever faw in England. The 
following comprife fome other of its dimenfions, which were taken 
with a cord of a given length : 

Yards Feet 

Diameter of the branches from North to South - 121 or 363 

Diameter of ditto from North to South - - - 125 or 375 

Circumference of the fhadow of the extreme 

branches, taken at the meridian - - - - 372 or 1116 

Circumference of the feveral bodies or ftems taken 

by carrying the cord round the outermoft trunks 307 or 921 
The feveral trunks may amount to 50 or 60. 

N. B. The dropping fbres fhoot down from the knots or joints 
of the boughs. 

This tree, as well as the Peepel, and many other large trees in 
India, is a Creeper. It is often feen to fpring round other trees, 
particularly round every fpecies of the palm. The Date, or Pal- 
myra, growing through the centre of a Banian Tree, looks extremely 
grand j and yet none of the European landfcaje painters who have 
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delineated views of this country have introduced this chara&eriftic 
object into their pieces. I have frequently obferved it alfo (hooting 
from old walls, and running along them. In the infide of a large 
brick well, it lined the whole circumference of the internal fpace of 
it, and thus actually became a tree turned infide out. 

Under the tree fat a Fakir , a devotee. He had been there twenty- 
five years j but he did not continue under the tree throughout the 
year, his vow obliging him. to lie, during the four coldejl months, 
up to his neck in the Ganges , and to fit, during the four hottejl 
months, clofe to a large fire. 



Perjian Sonnet by Khosroo *. 



jA aT Cumaj ifL 

o b. oj* or* * 

aT O aT laaJ ( , 
aT JU cfjoJ ijj) u=LT tfj 



£ to* t»o r* 
fd y\y^=> (SH 



* Each Number of the Oriental Colledions thall contain fpecimens of Eaftem Poetry 
from original MSS., which may ferve as exercifes for the young Orientalift, and fubjedts 
for tranflation, 

M. 2 
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Dialogues in the vulgar Arahick of Morocco *. — 
Communicated by Mr. W. Price, of Worcfer. 



CJ! I_u£> 

; 

Ail 

t s yjS 

f^f 33 
jL**j * Nl > 






aJ Lo 

: 



t^JUO (S ^*j Ul 

^JULs 3 aWL. 



Scbah alkheer yafeedy 
W entau 

Ala kher alhumdu lil- 
lah 

Lein timjhy 
Elyewm tibar milieh 
Yalta n'Jlero 
Ma fee s'hab 
Wajh timfiee may a 
Anau nemjhee mak 
Yalta I'jenanet 



Good morning. Sir. 
How do you do ? 

Very well, God be 
praifed. 

Where are you going ? 
*Tis a fine day. 

Let us take a walk. 
There are no clouds. 
Will you go with me ? 
I will go with you. 
Let us go to the garden; 



• By the inhabitants of the Barbary coaft the letter ^ is pronounced like the French 
j, or the Englifh J in the word pleafurt ; and by fome of them the Cl> and a are founded 
as if written ts and dz ; but this is not general. Mr. Price, felf-taught in the Oriental 
languages, (to the ftudy of which he devoted every hour of lcifurc that bufinefs would 
allow) has improved himfelf in the knowledge of the Arabick, Perfian, and T urkifh 
tongues, by frequent converfations with native Afiaticks, Turks, and Moors : and fome 
of his tranflations from Perfian and Turkilh authors fhall be given in the future Num- 
bers of this publication. 
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jyW & 
WJs. ^ Jl \ 3 

^ ImJuS 

• • s 

^ Joj £ li= 

yb LA 
CaA£ UUs£ 

upy*^ ur 
u&ai 

OOcUl Mil j£ 
J) Mui*. Ss u* &* &* 
ty* 3^-^ 

<i^u L* 

t,* UOrfflJji 

«C1»X» j*x*j <J j &». *=< *>3 

>&>* «ab J 



Wajh nemjhee ala r'je- 

lenau 

Wajh nemjhee ala' l 
kheil 

Wajh nimjhee ala' l bu- 

ghul 

Kif majbik 
Gaa wahed leeau 
Fein mool 'jenen ? 

Ha hooa henau 
Atenau Jhee ayneb 
Shee kermoos 
Shee d'lah 
El menewn 
El cheen 

Az ullah amaandy 
Umta min heea dik 
sfeena aly dukhela 
'Imerja 
Ma narf 
Franjes heea 
Lawa kan Jhoof ban - 
dera Fleming 
Kay d'bor lee wain 
Portuguez awe Spa - 
niol 

[To be continued .] 
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Shall we walk it ? 



Shall we go on horfe- 
back ? 

Shall we go on mules ? 

As you pleafe. 

It is all one to me. 

Where is the gardener? 

Here he is. 

Give us fome grapes. 

Some figs. 

Some melons. 

Mufk melons. 

Oranges. 

With much pleafure. 

Whofe veflel is that 
entering the bay ? 

I don’t know. 

*Tis a Frenchman. 

No, I fee the Dutch 
flag. 

It feems to me to be 
either a Portugueze 
or a Spaniard. 
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Mi/cellaneous Plate . 



FIG. i . From a drawing of a Brafs Antique, of the fame fize, 
fomewhat refembling the lid of a fnuff-box, with the remains of 
gilding ftill vifible — in the pofleflion of Major Ouse ley. 

Fig. 2. Infcription on a Black Agate, preferved in the Britifh 
Mufeum. 

Fig. 3. Egyptian Antique, with hieroglyphicks, on a red, opaque 
blood-Jlone — belonging to the Rev. J. H. Hind ley, M. A. of 
Manchester. 

Fig. 4. From an Egyptian Antique, of the fame fize in 
Mr. Townley’s Collection. 

Fig. 5. Infcription in Arabick characters, on a Turquoife , pre- 
ferved in the Britilh Mufeum. 

Fig. 6. A Perfian King on horfeback, from a Jafper Antique, in 
the Collection of Edward Parker, Efq. An engraving of afimi- 
lar figure, from a convex Amethyjl , is given in the Second Volume 
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of Mr. Taflie’s Catalogue of Gems, plate xn. No. 677 ; but the 
characters which form the infcription inaccurately reprefented. 
Although the infcriptions on the ancient monuments at Nakjh-i- 
Rujiam , in Perfia, and the legends on the Parthian coins and medals 
preferved in the Hunterian Mufeum and other Collections, com- 
pofed of fimilar characters, have long been the objeCt of Antiqua- 
rian inveftigation, the merit of having fir ft deciphered them is due 
to that very learned French Orientalift, Monf. de Sacy *. As the 
Englifh cabinets, both publick and private, are peculiarly rich in 
gems and medals of the SafTanian family, hitherto unexplained, 
Major Ouse ley, ambitious of being the firfl in this country, and, 
perhaps, the fecond in any, who fhall have acquired a power of 
reading their legends, has applied -himfelf to the ftudy of the dialeCt 
and character in which they are written ; and by a comparifon of 
the alphabet given by Monf. de Sacy, of the infcriptions of Nakjh-i 
Rujlam , on the SafTanian coins, and efpecially thofe of the coeval 
gems, has fucceeded in deciphering fome, and will probably offer 
an explanation of all, in a fhort time, to the Antiquarian world. 
The Equeflrian figure reprefented in the annexed plate is, according 
to Major Oufeley, that of Balajh or Balatjha , the prince whom 
Grecian and Latin writers call BoXoyotKnji and Vologejes, Balafes , &c. 
and he thus reduces into the Chaldaick or Hebrew characters, the 
eleven letters which compofe the legend over the figure, 

'jNir ’uVa 



* Memoircs fur diverfes Antiques de la Perfe, &c. &c. par A* I. Silveftre de Sacy. 
Paris, 1793. Quarto. 
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- forming the words Balgezi Yezdani, or ** Vologefes the Divine.” 
This is the title of the Perfian King, who was contemporary with 
the Emperor Zeno , and, according to the Hiftorian Mirkhond*, go- 
verned with wifdom and juft ice during the four years of his reign, 
which clofed nearly with the fifth century of the Chriftian aera. 



Queries and Notices. 

A Correfpondent wifhes to know what are the authorities for 
fuppofing that the Perfian Romance of Khofru and Shirecn has been 
founded on the ftory of Cofroes and the Princefs Irene, daughter of 
the Chriftian Emperor Maurice. The Cafhmerian writer Khojeh 
Abdulkerrum , whofe memoirs have been tranflated by the very in- 
genious Mr. Gladwin, mentions two fine ftatues of Khofru and, 
Shireen, lately vifible, in the apartments hewn out of the rock at 
the foot of the mountain of Beyftoon. And in another place an 
Equeftrian ftatue of Khofru, -larger than life, with various reliefs, 
in an arch of immenfe fize. Monf. D’Herbelot, from Ebn Batrik , 
mentions the circumftance pf the Perfian Prince becoming a convert 
to Chriftianity for his miftrefs’s fake. 



* Vide “ Hift. des Rois de Perfe de la Dynaftie des Saffanides,” &c. among the 
“ Mcmoircs dc M. de Sacy,” p. 351, 358. 
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What has been the fate of the MS. mentioned in the following 
paflage from Sir James Ware's Life of Archbifhop Ulher? *' In 
1645, at St. Donates in Wales, he was plundered by Cromwell’s 
people of his books, &c., and, among others, regretted moil a 
Manufcript Catalogue of the Perfian Kings, communicated to him 
by Elichmannus. Moft of his other books he recovered, but of 
this there is no mention.” 

How far are painted reprefentations lawful among the Arabians ? 
Are the figures of beafts and birds prohibited ? — Herbelot (article 
Faras) mentions an Arabick Treatife on the Management of 
Horfes, with figures, preferved in the Bibliotheque du Roi. 

To the Editor of the Oriental Collections. 

SIR, 

Being defirous to inquire into the earlieft traditions con- 
cerning the Game of Chefs , I requeued from a friend well verfed in 
the Eaftem languages an abftradt on that fubjedt from the works of 
Firdauf and Jami , quoted by Sir William Jones in his Effay on the 
Indian Game of Chefs, Afiatick Refearches, Vol. I. But accidental 
circumftances preventing me from obtaining the information I wanted 
from my friend, I am induced to feek it through the medium of 
your Mifcellany. 

Dec. 7, 1797. Vida. 

A Correfpondent withes to be informed whether the Parallel, al- 
luded to in the Perfan Mifcellanies, (Introduction) between the 
inhabitants of Italy and Perfia, which Pietro della Valle propofed 

N 
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writing, has ever been publilhed ; or, if not, whether it may be feen 
in manufcript. Alfo, whether engravings from the drawings taken 
in the Eaft by the Chevalier Clergeau de la Barre, or from the an- 
tiques found at Babylon and Perfepolis, mentioned in the fame 
work, may be expeded by the Publick. 



Query for the Oriental Collections. 

A word which occurs in Lycophron’s very obfcure Poem Caf- 
fandra , notwithftanding the labours of many learned commentators 
on the work, ftill remains doubtful: it is veppav, in the 1428/A line, 
(and in page 142 of the Folio, Oxford Edition, 1702) thus : 

Zxifle KocXvtytt TTtppav QXuvuv rtXctq. 

** Umbra Solem tegit, hebetans lucem.** 

The word rrtppuv, here tranflated fun , is, in the opinion of one 
commentator, borrowed from fome foreign language “ inter voces 
extraneas et forte Egyptias numeranda.” Canterus informs us, that 
this word, which is not found in any other Greek author, has been 
fuppofed by fome a P erf an name for the Sun. Meurfus would 
alter it (like Canterus) to verpov, becaufe this word is ufed by 

Callimachus and Euripides in the fame fenfe. Were any Corre- 

fpondent of the Oriental Colledions to afcertain the origin of this 
word, whether Egyptian or P erf an, he would confer a favour on 

Grjeculus. 
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To Major Ouse ley. 

Dear Sir, 

I wifli to propofe for folution fome queftions, upon 
which the very foundation of Hindoo fcience appears to reft. 

Upon what fubftance are the moft ancient Indian MSS. written ? 

If upon certain leaves of trees of a firm texture, how long may 
fuch a MS. furvive the injuries of time ? 

In what repofitories are thefe MSS. preferved ? 

Of what antiquity are the oldeft ? 

By what marks are the different ages of the MSS. difcoverable ? 

Are thefe MSS. numerous ? 

Who are the fcribes ? Are there any profefled critics and cor- 
rectors ? 

Hampjlead , Yours, 

Ftb ‘ l6 ' J. Pinkerton. 

The library of the late Henry Albert Schultens, Profef- 
for of Oriental Languages and fewijh Antiquities , was to have been 
fold by publick auction, for the benefit of his widow and children, 
in the month of October, 1794. The unfettled ftate of Holland, 
and the fubfequent invafion of that country by the French, prevented 
the fale from taking place. A Correfpondent wifhes to know how 
the books have been difpofed of. The Catalogue of them, which 
itfelf is rare and curious, contains the names of almoft every work 
ever printed on the various branches of Eaftem literature, befides 
anecdotes of many fcarce books, and a lift of original and valuable 
Manufcripts, the accumulated collection of three generations : the 
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grandfather, father, and fon, having filled in fucceffion the Pro- 
feffor’s chair at Leyden, and enriched a number of the books in this 
noble collection with learned and interefting notes. The Rabbinical 
works are numerous, and many of the original Difiertations and 
other Manufcripts of the three Schultenfes apparently ready for the 
prefs. 

In the library belonging to the Univerfity of Dublin, (a Corre- 
fpondent’s letter mentions) a very large Volume is preferved among 
the MSS. containing the Guliftan of Sadi, completely tranllated 
into Englilh, and a variety of Dialogues on familiar fubjeCts of 
converfation, in the Perfian, Hindoftanny, and Englilh languages. 
A farther account of this book would be acceptable. 



The Editor is under the neceffity of poftponing the publication 
of feveral valuable and curious articles of communication, until the 
appearance of the Second Number of this work. The very ingenious 
remarks on the Poetry of Hafiz by Shirazi ; Sketches of Turkifh 
Poetry by I. U. ; Conjectures on the Antiquities of Perfepolis by 
P. D. V.; and fome Botanical Communications, Ihall then be 
given to the Publick. 



Subscription for the Four Numbers of the ** Oriental Collections” 
for 1797, Two Guineas. The price of each Number to Non-fub- 
fcribers Twelve Shillings and Sixpence. Letters and Communi- 
cations to be addreiled to Major Ouseley, No. 25* Upper Titchfield 
Street, London. 
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Original Notes, written by Chardin, in a 
Manufcript Copy of the Guliftan. 

From a very fine, though plain, manufcript copy of Sadi's 
Guliftan, now in pofleftion of Major Oufeley, the following Notes 
are extracted, written partly in French and partly in Latin by that 
celebrated traveller and very ingenious Orientalift Chardin; whofe 
name is found in the title page of this book, as alfo in a copy of 
the Boftan, purchafed at the fame time with it. 

jl> Laetitias — defideria — proprie blandimenta , habet multas figni- 
ficationes, ** il fait le deli cat ." — “ nas mi Corel ” (* if ^ jU). 

* I (hall fupply within a parenthefis fuch Perfian words as Chardin cxprcffcs only 
by European chara&crs. Editor . 

o 
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gcj* Mereji et bimari [gJ+jS) differunt ; nam bimari eft morbus 
ubi periculum eft vitne ; mereji , ubi non eft, fed tanquam dolor, uti 
in venereo. 

gtatausT Pater — familias. Ked e n Fours lignifie maifon — d*ou 
Ked-banou (^JL «xT) la maitrefle de la maifon. Codai- — Seigneur. 

(Fuit) ou chud (aA) 

ah ,^*^4 (Inimicus) furrexit contra. 

USj Sacrato — JU eft bonum ecclefi® datum aut legatum. 

oa Tambour de Bafque *. 

Caftagnettes. 

Flute. 

^\yi. y,jLi Senfus (hujus fomnii) tahvil eft proprie impen- 
fus ; fed hie fignificat “ explicationem.” 

(Quidam) vel codam 

infernum 

6 ^*' (ajby* 

Cuul J 

“ Habitantibus Paradifi Ahraf eft infemum — 

“ Habitantibus inferni Ahraf eft Paradifus.” 

* Tympanum, Cymbalum, and Tibia, according to Gentius. Rofarium Politicum, 303. 
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Kelmon jsont les efclaves de Paradis. 

Hour an 

Les premiers font males : les autres femelles : Ahraf eft un lieu 
moyen entre le Paradis et l’Enfer. Les Mahometans n’y croyent 
point : les poetes les feignent : ils difent que le Createur y place les 
infidelles qui ont .ete juftes, comme Nuchirvan : “ // a ete jufle” 
difent ils, “ ainji Dieu ne veut pas qu’il aille en Enfer, et il ne veut 
pas qu'il aille en Paradis parce que il a ete Cafer.” 

Tradudtor latine expreflit male ; nam verbum non con~ 
tinentice , fed melius eft Temperantiee *. 

jftVtjV Un village de la territoire de Chiraz. 

l Uij J ( . )lij Ur 

Ta jamt fenan ne poucbid. 

C’eft a dire : De peur qu’on ne vous habille en filles \ coutume 
en Perfe, que quand un chef fuit ou le vete en fille et le promene en 
cet etat au milieu de la ville *f\ 

• Chardin here alludes to the Latin verfion of the Guliftan by Gendus, who (in 
page 235) has rendered the words ilixlo CJU jai “ de condnendae praeftantia.” 

t This is illuftrated in the “ Inftitutes of Timour,” p. 284; where we find an 
allufion to the ftory of Behraum, whofe fervices being forgotten by Hormuz, the latter 
fent him as a token of dilgrace a chain, a collar, and a woman's veil. 

O 2 
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igjjgt PaftiUe * — Une pafte faite de fleurs odorifferantes pillees 
fechees avec du fandal. 

{ a SjjS M . Cognominentum — Error in tranflatore *f*, qui ilium dicit 
filium Sebouflekin , cum haec vox Seboudekin lit nomen alicujus 
prolis Tartarorum ita denominatae pro velocitate, nam Sebouftkin 
lignificat “ velox ad curfum .** 

syjl Ayfad or Tezd antiqua lingua Guebrorum Deus. 

C w&f jJ*j ou temam fchud (,x&) . 

Campum facrum ||. 

Mi ne dei pro ne mi dei 
•• •• •• 

(j, Keradmendan aut danechmendan 

of Quid evenire potell. 

• See the ftory given in the Latin tranflation of the Guliftan by Gentius (p. 1 1.) 
beginning 

and quoted in Sir William Jones’s Perfian Grammar, p. 123. 
t Gent. Rofar. Polit. p. 41. 

J See “ Perfian Mifcellanies,” p. 34. / 

|| See “ Oriental ColIe6tions,” No. I. p. 57. 

[To be continued .] I 
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Extract of a Journal and Memorandums written 
during a Tour in the Nizam's Country , in the 
Month of November , 1791 . — Concluded from 
Page 32. 



THE Mohammedan conquerors of India are divided into four 
calls, diftinguifhed by the following appellations : 

. fyed She ici yju Mogul Pat an. 

The Syeds are faid to be immediately defcended from Moham- 
med, notwithftanding their immenfe numbers. The men of this 
call may be generally known by their names <w Syed, or Meer , 
commonly add to their other names, as Syed Ifhmail, 

Meer Allum. The Syed women, of whatever rank in life, 
commonly have oU Schah added to their names, as oU ^UJL, . 
Sultaun Schah ; oli Habeeb Schah, a friend or favorite ; 
ol£ Rhabeem. Schah , divine ; oU Jemmall Schah, elegance and 
beauty. 

The Sbeick call have always Sheick prefixed to their names, as 
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Sheick Ibraham, Sheick Mahmoud. The Sheick women have no 
particular title added to their name. 

The Mogul men have generally Mirza prefixed to the name 
which is followed by Beg, as 

Mirza Ufoph Beg. 
b.r* Mirza Mooraad Beg. 

By a reference to the hiftory of the Tartars, this feems to be, on 
the part of the common Moguls, a great ufurpation, too politely 
admitted by the natives of Hindoftaun, Mirza being the title of 
the Tartar nobility only. 

The Mogul women are ufually known by the title jJUt Khartum 
following the name, as jJU. Hummeeda Khartum , or Laudable 

Lady; jJU. Oulfut Khartum, the Lady of Attachment or Friend* 
(hip; |JU. cjjLz. UJherit Khartum , the Lady of Delight, 

The Patans are generally known by the or Khan following 
their names, which fignifies Lord, fometimes Sovereignty, as 
Peer Khan, Rabamut Khan. The women of 

the Patan call commonly have the title ^rU Khatoo following their 
names ; Khatoo fignifies Lady : as 

jjlat Noofrut Khatoo, Vidorious Lady 

Hoormut Khatoo, Dignified, Honorable Lady 
yU Nujfeeb Khatoo, Fortunate Lady, 
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By the above defcription will be feen the attachment thefe people 
have to titles, and the high value they fet upon their defcent; which, 
although the government is defpotic, and power and privilege are 
chiefly the portion of official rank, yet there is alfo a pre-eminence 
of birth, of which a remarkable inftance was related to me, namely, 
that the minifter Azzim Ul Omra , in whofe hand was the wealth and 
patronage of the Dekan, had rifen by great abilities to that high 
Ration from the low office of a news writer, with a fmall monthly 
ftipend : and that in the days of profperity he turned his views to 
the efpoufal of a lady defcended from an illuftrious houfe, now 
fallen to decay, the immediate father of this lady being an inhabi- 
tant of a wretched dwelling, and an object of diftrefs, from which 
this marriage not only promifed relief, but the reftoration of fplen- 
dor, and the participation of power. Yet it required much time 
and labour, and the interpofition of many friends, to bend the 
ftubbom pride of the father, which at length yielded to friendly and 
prundent counfels, after ftipulating that the whole advance ffiould 
be on the fide of the minifter ; and that, defcending from the dignity 
of his high Ration, he ffiould leave his palace, and accompanied by 
his retinue ffiould repair to the hovel of the poor noble, and folicit 
the honor of his alliance ; which was accordingly done. Having 
already mentioned my reception by the Prince- Secunder Jab, in 
which was included much of Oriental manners, and fome relation 
of their pleafures in defcribing the gardens of Kurrapah, I ffiall now 
offer the general refult of my obfervations upon thofe fubjedts. 

After a variety of travel in the principal courts of Europe, I was 
much ftruck by the engaging and elegant manners of the Ameers 
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and Sirdars I met with in the Nizam’s country. Their behaviour 
appeared to me neither fo ftiff or formal as the German, nor mixed 
with that grimace and frivolity fo common among the French and 
Italians ; but of a ftile and nature peculiar to the Eaftern people, 
fuch as, without embarrafling the ftranger, never fails to imprefs 
him with fentiments of refpeCt, while their affable demeanour, 
flattering fpeeches, and kind attentions, prove him to be the objeCt 
of their courtefy ; and that there is no rank or dignity loft in a 
mutual exchange of civility. 

But what is moft furprifing to an European is the decorum, 
gravity, and elegance of the Moorifh children. They are for the 
moft part handfomer at this age than when fully grown, and with all 
that is infantine and engaging, they can upon cafes of ceremony af- 
fume the unaffected fteadinefs of an old courtier. By paying attention 
to what was faid to thefe children by their tutors, and by obferving 
the moft admired, and popular characters among the men, I endea- 
voured to acquire fome infight into what ftile of manners was held 
in greateft repute among the Moors ; and I found the leading prin- 
ciple of external behaviour to be a majeftic and martial deportment, 
a ferene and fteady countenance, which fhould remain calm and un- 
altered amidft the greateft events, neither manifefting figns of de- 
preflion nor exaltation, but capable of that pliability which foftens 
the countenance to the reception of friends, and accompanies good 
offices with a benignant fmile. This frequently borders upon dif- 
fimulation, fince condemned perfons of rank have often been dif- 
miffed from the prefence to execution without threats or menaces, 
but with every mark of politenefs. Having difeourfed upon this 
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fubjedt with the Moors, reminding them of fimilar circumftances 
in hiftory, they have replied, thofe inftances were marks of collec- 
ted firmnefs in the prince, lince whatever the caufe might be, he 
Ihould never derogate from his own dignity, nor forget the atten- 
tions due to a man of rank, whatever his fituation or condudt might 
be. They are extremely careful not to interrupt one another in dif- 
courfe, and generally pollefs a natural eloquence, which they utter 
with fluency in a foft, but audible, tone ; and are peculiarly grace- 
ful in their adtion, which is fo expreflive, as often to foreftall what 
they are about to deliver. 

Though they Ihave their hair clofe, and that their drefs has been 
the fame for many ages, admitting no variety of falhion, yet they 
pafs a long time at their toilettes in walhing, rubbing, and per- 
fuming the whole body ; which being frequently expofed to light, 
(indeed always in their undrefs at home) they are very careful to 
polilh and render fmooth and Ihining : and in order to fupple their 
limbs, and give grace and llrength to their bodies, they make ule 
of violent -exercifes within the houfe, with dumb bells, or heavy 
pieces of wood, which they whirl about the head, fo as to open the 
chefl: and ftrengthen the arm, which may account for their being 
fuch excellent fwordfmen. They alfo flretch themfelves at full 
length upon their hands and feet, killing the ground hundreds of 
times without fullering the body to come in contact with it, which 
occalions a general exertion to the whole frame. This, with their 
exercife on horfeback, may account for their activity and ability to 
undergo fatigue when called upon by war ; which they would cer- 
tainly be incapable of doing, if, as many have fuppofed, they were 

p 
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to pafs their lives fupinely lolling upon fophas fmoking their pipes. 
Indeed I was myfelf at firft inclined to believe this common report, 
(however contrary to nature) from obferving the Muflelmen in our 
own territories, who are certainly much given to the indolence af- 
cribed to all the Orientals. But before we condemn this mode of 
life too haftily, we fhould reflect a little upon the change of circum- 
ftances, which may have caufed this variation of fentiment, and 
confider with candour their fallen glory, their faded fplendor, and 
impoverilhed ftate : fince, without any plan on the part of the 
Britifh Government to opprefs them, from our entrance into power 
their exclufion naturally follows, and the command of troops, forts, 
and provinces, become the portion of Europeans. Hence the rapid 
decay of all the ancient Moorifh families within our dominions ; 
who having for the mofl part no horfes to ride, nor any military 
character to fuftain, are afhamed to carry fpears and other arms, 
and think it needlefs to perform exercifes they will not be called 
upon to pradtife. From a want of thefe incitements they fink into 
fullen apathy, and, confcious of their humiliation, they have fome- 
what thrown afide the haughty carriage peculiar to their race, and, 
adapting themfelves to circumftances, aflume a more humble de- 
meanour ; endeavouring to drown their cares by taking opium and 
bang, which compleats their fad and dejedted appearance. Knowing, 
from their difpofition and circumftances, how much inwardly they 
muft fuffer from the remembrance of better days, I have often 
wondered how they could mufter up a fmile, and afford a Chriftian 
a cordial and hofpitable reception. This true grandeur of mind, in 
not imputing to an individual the calamities incident to the conqueft: 
achieved by his nation, is highly worthy of admiration, and will, 
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I hope, upon examination, always influence the conduct of my 
country towards a gallant, but fallen, race ; fo that, without devia- 
ting from the duties of his ftation, or derogating from the pre- 
eminence ever annexed to command in that country, the Britifh 
officer will feduloufly avoid wounding their feelings by a carelefs 
reception, or a hafty and rough anfwer in matters of bufinefs ; and 
in the hours of focial intercourfe admit them upon a footing of 
equality. Though this conduct in my countrymen will in general 
arife from a nobler fentiment than that of policy, yet were the latter 
to become the foie principle of a&ion, the fame line of conduct 
would ftill be advifable ; for it is hardly poflible that the lion fhould 
tamely fubmit to become a beaft of burden, or that a race of war- 
riors, though vanquifhed, fhould endure with patience a continued 
degradation, and not behold thofe with indignation and averfion, 
who weigh their own interefts in a merchant’s fcale, with a cold 
indifference for the feelings of others. A liberal policy is, there- 
fore, no lefs neceffary to preferve dominion than talents and valour 
are to obtain it. 



But to return to their independent countrymen : of whom it may 
in truth be faid, that they carry even into the prefence of their prince 
that dignified manner and proud fubmiflion, which Mr. Burke fo 
elegantly afcribes to the French nobility ; and which, in the prefent 
ftate of India, may with propriety be applied to the nobles of Hin- 
doftan, (except in the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun) becaufe in 
molt other parts a Commander of a thoufand horfe is more indepen- 
dent of his fovereign than was the greateft noble in the French 
court fince the decadence of the feudal fyftem in France, as it is 

p a 
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the nature of Oriental government for the fovereign to make a grant 
of a certain diftridt to fome Serdar or Munfubdar , over which the 
latter has abfolute authority, engaging to fumilh a certain fum to the 
Circar (government), and to raife and maintain for its fervice a body 
of horfe, or only the latter. Thefe horfemen are commonly compofed 
of the chief’s hereditary fervants and followers, or recruited in the 
country, among a race of people who hold all profeflions in con- 
tempt but that of arms ; and who are the more inclined to this pro- 
feflion, from the licenfe and fuperiority attached to it, unattended 
with the reftraint and difcipline of the European fervice : 'and being 
accuftomed to look no farther than their immediate chief, from 
whofe hand flow punilhment and reward, they become peculiarly 
devoted to his fervice: and fully fenfible of their confequence, thefe 
chiefs within their own diftridts clothe themfelves in all the ftate and 
dignity of their fovereign, and receive vifitors with equal ceremony. 
But the feeblenefs of this government, and the power of the nobles, 
cannot be better elucidated than by the relation of a fadt which took 
place in the Nizam’s territory about the period of my making thefe 
memorandums. Aflid Ally Khan, the Commander of two thoufand 
horfe, rented the diftridts of Kurrapah and Kummum, taking many 
diftridts at an apparent lofs, hoping to repay himfelf by the abun- 
dant fertility of the province of Kummum ; which laft the minifter 
a month afterwards beftowed upon Syed U 1 Aodeem. But Aflid 
Ally Khan refufed to furrender, contenting himfelf to forward his 
remonftrance to court accompanied by a lack of rupees. At the 
fame moment Aflid Ally Khan fet out with two thoufand horfe, 
thirty mufquets, and a hundred fcaling ladders, under the pretence 
of efcorting his family from his country refidence, Bangampilly : 
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but in reality to furprife and make prifoner the Rajah of A rock, in- 
habiting a fort within four cofs of Bangampilly, at prefent under the 
jurifdidtion of Ajjid Ally , and this without any excufe of defalcation 
in the Rajah's payment, but merely to fatisfy a hatred that has long 
fub filled between their anceftors, and which, notwithstanding their 
equal fubjedtion to the Soubah , has occafioned a conftant defultory 
war: and the moment of profperity and power llruck Ajjid Ally 
as a good opportunity to crufh his rival. This (hort hiftory written 
upon the fpot is equal in fubftance to the mod voluminous perfor- 
mance, and forms a juft epitome of the general government of Hin- 
doftaun from the decline of the Mogul Empire to the dawn of Hidir 
Ally's fplendid career; and tends, without having recourfe to de- 
preciate the perfonal valour of the natives, to render the fuccefs of 
the Britifh arms lefs miraculous than our firft conquefts would 
otherwife appear. 



In retracing the various fubjedts of this curfory and imperfedt 
(ketch of Mohammedan manners, there is one circumftance likely 
to ftrike the curious reader, namely, that a refinement of manners 
Ihould be found among a people whofe cuftoms entirely preclude 
women from any participation in Society. As .a popular opinion 
has long prevailed in Europe that mankind are chiefly indebted for 
the improvement of ferocious and uncouth manners to the endearing 
fociety of the more amiable fex, as well as to the refinement arifing 
from the introdudlion of chivalry ; yet in contradidlion to this fup- 
pofition we learn from hiftory that the inftitutions of chivalry are 
unknown in India, or in the countries from whence the Mohamme- 
dan conquerors of India originated. We alfo know from the fame 
fource, that the exclufion of women from the mixed fociety of men 
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obtained more or lefs in Alia prior to the introduction of the Mo- 
hammedan religion. Indeed, though the Mohammedan doCtrine 
has been fuppofed extremely adverfe to the fair fex by Europeans, 
it will be found that the women of Arabia are peculiarly indebted to 
the precepts of the Koran for the abolition of a horrid cuftom, then 
prevalent among the Arabs, of frequently condemning to death their 
female offspring, as ufelefs for the purpofes of war. And here it 
may not be confidered as extraneous to make fome mention of a 
religion, whofe dictates have caufed fo extraordinary a feparation in 
fociety between the fexes ; an inftitution the more lingular as arifing 
from the lucubrations of a man, whofe devotion to the fex placed 
the eternal happinefs of the Faithful in the perpetual enjoyment of 
blifs in the arms of celeftial beauties ; who, like their mortal lifters, 
are equally condemned to retirement in the next world, where Mo- 
hammed reprefents the charming black-eyed girls of Paradile to be 
created of pure mulk, and poffeffmg the moft rigid fentiments of 
modefty, as fecluded from the reft of the heavenly hoft in facred 
groves, or enlhrined in pavillions of hollow pearl of vaft extent. 
Though this indeed particularly alludes to the Hur Al Ayun, or 
Houree, an immortal race created for the folace of True Believers, 
yet to prove, with many other paffages of the Koran, that women 
have not been banilhed thefe celeftial abodes, the Faithful are per- 
mitted to fend for their former loves, who, clothed in robes of 
heavenly texture, and crowned with refplendant pearls, will wander 
in the fragrant bowers of Paradife, enjoying the unfading bloom of 
eternal youth. But to defcend from the extatic raptures of the 
amorous prophet to his earthly inftitutions, we may in the Moham- 
medan mode of life partly trace the views of its ambitious founder. 
Defigning his difciples for the founders of a new and fplendid em- 
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pire, he wifhed the whole energy of the human foul to be collected 
in that one great defign ; and that, infpired with enthufiafm, his 
followers might, without interruption, purfue a fteady courfe in the 
arduous and dangerous paths of politicks and war. Yet the ftrong 
impulfe of nature warned the Prophet, like a fecret monitor, that 
intellectual food alone was infufficient for Beings compounded of 
foul and body. Convinced of this, he only followed, without 
knowing it, the example of Zeno , Epicurus , and Arijlotle , by 
adapting his fyftem and religion to his own temperament and- incli- 
nations. Love and dominion were the paffions of the Prophet, fo 
he determined they fhould go hand in hand ; and refolved that the 
diet and beverage of his difciples fhould neither impair the vigour 
of the body, nor the faculties of the mind. But, as the frailty 
of human nature had ordained repofe both to the ftatefman and 
hero, he contrived that the allurements of pleafure fhould not in- 
terrupt the hours of bufinefs, and that women fhould be the folace 
of mankind only in the hours of retirement and relaxation, without 
fuperadding to the toils of public life the anxiety and perturbation 
of the abfent lover. For however dull and inanimate fociety may 
appear to the votaries of pleafure, deprived of this genial fource of 
all our delights, yet the philofopher and flatefman, viewing pleafure 
as a fecondary motive, may think the exclufion of women an advan- 
tage to the cold fyftem of wifdom and policy; Nam fuit ante Hele- 
nam belli teterrima caufa amor; which the fubfequent ages of the 
world have, and do, confirm. Combining, then, together the in- 
clinations of Mohammed with his policy, we fhall find the feclu- 
fion of women from the fociety of men gives to the latter all thole 
hours which, in Europe, are generally employed by men to pleafe 
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the object of their wifhes, leaving them at full leifure to purfue, 
without diftradtions of jjealoufy, the bufinefs of the day. It alfo 
prevents thofe bitter feuds and lafting animofities, which poifon the 
minds of contending rivals, otherwife “formed for mutual efteem and 
friendfhip. It preferves the marriage bed not only from pollution, 
but alfo from the dread of it: and it fecures women from thofe de- 
lufions and temptations which irritate the mind with fleeting joys, 
leaving behind the permanent fling of bitter remorfe ! While never 
having tafted the univerfal triumph and dominion which beauty 
gives in the circles of Europe, the lofs of power is not added to 
the painful fenfation of fading charms. 

But as the fyftem of all mortals is fubjedt to error, fo Mohammed 
facrificed fomething to the gratification of his own appetites, by 
permitting a plurality of women, an unhappy indulgence which 
the Chriftians of Europe follow without either the fame authority 
or inducement; for the warm regions of Afia make a difference 
between the fexes not known to the climates of Europe, where the 
decay of each is mutual and gradual ; whereas in Afia it is given to 
man alone to arrive at a green old age. The Eaftem women at 
twelve years old become marriageable; at fixteen the fhoots of - 
budding beauty ripen into full-blown bloffoms, and for a few years 
flourifh with the fragrance of fpring, and the luxuriance of fummer. 
When the autumn of fix and tw’enty arrives, the fading flower be- 
gins to droop, and its fhrivelled ftalk trembles at the rapid approach 
of winter, and the unrelenting froft, which in prefervkig exiftence, 
withers it charms. 
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Dialogues in the vulgar Arabick of Morocco . — 
Concluded from Page 84. 



y* (A*:** 
*•» zM zA' 

y 

^ ^ & 

u*tej cr!^ 

"M 

u**H; zy* y* 

tJ - * 

Co>jS ^ 

tfiLc U«Xm» yjlj IjJU 



Korofan hooa 
Ul berj kay kherj aleo 
ul medefa 

Umjha efhalo ley ley 

ijmao 

Wajh fmaty V khuber 

Lawa wajh jajhee er- 
kas 

y<rw jewj erkuks 
Min ein 

Wahed min Mekenes 
Alokher min Taradant 

Kalo wain feednau 



She is a coriair. 

The battery is fireing 
on her. 

She is fheered off: ill 
luck attend her *. 

Have you heard the 
news ? 

No, is any courier ar- 
rived ? 

Two couriers are ar- 
rived. 

From whence ? 

One from Mequinez % 

The other from Tara- 
dant. 

It is faid that our fove- 



* An exprdfion commonly made ufc of by the Moors. 
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^UaLJ 

^La> «XjU 



(jM^N 

cr^v 55 ^ ^y* Ur** 5 

V 1 ^ J** 

JutfXl 

l^M*J «X£z3J 

cs» f^> 

c<odi Oil ULtfi ali\L 
Vj>>* 

3 

Ai-»«X#JJ J^AT^S 
•X6 c yAa fc 



ghaudy ee berk lee 

Temfna 

A jh -fleer if alee fee 
Taradant ajh-koo 
bee lefultaun laid 
boom kubeih 

Wajh belhuk ahel Soos 
nufero Mooley Ab- 
durrh amort 

Ghair kedoob kay huk- 
um 'Iewm ul kaid 

uddleemee 

Bejh hal t'gud chery 
alk tlah fee Dookela 

Talla fhalna ijhtau 
ghaudy tfub 

Munkuder nimfleec bc~ 

zurba 

Urea p.ofo libnedena 

Khelcny engls tab/ 
ad ufl:-fl:ejera 



reign is going to 
make war with 
Timfna. 

The progeny of the 
Prophet which are 
in Taradant have 
complained of their 
governor to the em- 
peror. 

Is it true the people of 
Sus have proclaimed 
Mooley Abdurham- 
mon ? 

’Tis aU falfe, the go- 
vernor Dleemy has 
the command of 
them. 

For how much can 
you buy gum-arabic 
in Dookella? 

Let us be gone, it is 
going to rain. 

I am not able to go in 
fuch hafte. 

We (hall foon arrive 
at the town. 

Let me fit down under 
this tree. 
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«_A* ou»l tfodi Fee fa lain boorna Make hafte, for they 

ghaudy ijhdo baub are going to (hut the 
ul medena gates of the town. 

Ais CoJ yO. s IVa khay enbet and Never mind if they 
fahebnau * larb are ; we will deep 

with our friends the 
Arabs. 

LLcj Wafulna ala kher We are arrived in 

fafety. 

Alhumdewlillah God be praifed ! 



0. a 
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Arabian and Perjian Traditions of the Origin 

of Writing. 



WHILE the moft antient and moft excellent of the Perfian poets, 
whofe works have defcended entire to our days, defcribes the firft 
introduction of Writing amongft men as proceeding from the lelfons 
of thofe evil beings, or daemons, called Deeves , — an Arabian writer 
informs us, in the following paflage, that it was the Prophet Enoch 
who perpetuated amongft his defcendants the art of penman (hip. 

jj "L* fg! ^ fj **Xe 

ur* y*- W'y H b *** 1 

m 

“ Edris (the Prophet Enoch ) (peace be to him) was the firft 
who, after Enos the fon of Seth, the fon of Adam (on whom be 
peace), wrote with a pen: in the ufe of which Edris afterwards 
inftruCted his fons, and faid to them, * O my fons 1 know that ye 

* Vide “ Kiffaum" Script. Arab, in David. Millii DifTertat. citatum. — Quarto. 
Leyden , 1743. p. 26. 
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are Sabeans * His defcendants did not ceafe, from one generation 
to another, to poflefs the books of Seth and of Edris, until the 
times of Noah and of Abraham.” 



The abridgement, or Muntekhub , of Firdausi’s celebrated 
Heroick Poem, the Shah Nameh, or “ Hiftory of the antient Kings 
of Perfia,” thus mentions the origin of letters : 



5cc • pile ^ Ub SyJ b 

“ It is related that King Tahmuras had a Vizier, a man of 
wonderful knowledge. One day he brought before the king a cer- 
tain Deeve (or daemon) bound by magick. The Deeves on this 
aflembled their forces, and came to attack Tahmuras, who wai 
enraged at hearing of their attempt, and raifed his armies to oppofe 
them. Gou aish* was the name of the chief Deeve, and he came 
into adtion. Tahmuras having been victorious, gave orders for 
a general maflacre ; but the Deeves fued for mercy, and faid, that 
if he would fpare their lives, they would teach him ftrange fecrets 
and myfterious fciences. He fpared their lives, and they taught 
him the art of reading and writing. Deeves and Peries were under 
his dominion, and he reigned thirty years •f*,” &c. 

Turning from this abridged narrative to the original in the Shah 

* t Wyi 

t Tahmuras or Tahmurath, (-‘jjtQ *)i and in fome copies the father of 

Gemjhid, was ftyled Deeve he nd, or the tamer of damtms. He is fuppofed to have 
reigned about the yeaf 835 before Chrift. 
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Nameb, I find the paflage, particularly relating to the origin of 
letters, thus given : 



OUZsJ-yih "i i) (J^k 

ur J* j <5-*JU ** 

£>% .? t/y ** 

£* y *?> j tfy*-* ** # ** 

“ They taught the monarch to write : they inflamed his heart 
with ( the fire of) knowledge : ( they taught him ) (Angle) to write 
to thirty perfons (of different nations), whether Syrians*, Arabians 
or Parthians, Turks, Chinefe or antient Perfians, Indians, Egyp- 
tians or Moors of Barbary.” 

So is the paflage written in that manufcript copy of the Shah 
Nameh which I efteem the moft corredt of three now before me : 
in the others fome variations occur. One of them reads the fecond 
and lafl: diftich thus : 



ts*“ 

<S~jk 3 ** 3 **3J ** 

3 yf* ** 3 
t?yAf (jj' 

t 



• Reomi may be alfo tranflated Grecians . 
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Where, befides the different reading and fome obfcurity in the firft 
and laft line, inftead of Turks we find Sogdians ; and no mention 
of either Hindi , Mefri , or Berberi. 

The third manufcript gives the whole paffage thus : 



OUXst ^ jXj \j jaJi 

£>% 3 3 *9 

&3**1 iiJ-f 



mentioning the Bogdians inftead of Sogdians , as in the fecond manu- 
fcript, with fome other inconfiderable variations. 

Philologus. 



Arabick Infcription. 

The Engraving annexed reprefents an infcription, carved in Ara- 
bick characters on a ftone, preferved in the Britifh Mufeum. 

That fpace on the ftone which the infcription occupies is one foot 
in length, and about feven inches in breadth. 
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Copy of a Letter from Dr. James Kerr to Col. 
Ironside, dated Dacca, March 11 , 1774. — 
Communicated by Colonel Ironside. 



Dear Sir, I have fent to Dr. F other gill, by the Refolution , a 
few feeds of the vomiting gourd , and other plants , packed in poifoned 
i wax-cloth , and inclofed in a letter. On my arrival here I met with 
a ftrange plant , which feems poflefled of mufcular motion , quite 
different from that motion, occafioned by irritability , in the fen- 
fitive plants. As foon as it is in flower I will defcribe it, to have 
the pleafure of puzzling the Dodtor, and the curious in plants. 
This is the fhape of the leaf, only it is much larger * : the two 
ala (or wings) a , b, are in continual motion all day, and at night 
they fall down to reft — more animalium. — The wing a falls down ' 
to r, and puts on the appearance of b : it rifes again, in the fame 
uniform motion, to its former eredt pofition, defcribing a fedtion 
of a circle twice in about the fpace of two minutes. If it meet 
with any obftrudtion in its courfe, it prelles confiderably againft the 
objedt ; and, when the obftacle is removed, it refumes its former 
courfe, whether up or down, in a determinate manner : the velocity 
of the motion is increafed in confequence of the previous retarda- 
tion. You fee how I am obliged to introduce my favourite amufe- 
ment to fwell this epiftle to a decent fize. Who is without his 
hobby horfe ? Indulge me in mine. I am, &c., See. 

* See the Mifcellaneous Plate, fig. 2. 
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Obfervations on a Paflage of Nizami, and an 
ancient Cujiom of the Jews and Grecians . — 
By Major Ouseley. 



WHEN we find that, between two different nations, an intercourfe 
has taken place to fuch a degree, that the words and idioms of one 
have been adopted into the language of tjie other *, we may reafon- 
ably fuppofe many of the cuftoms and ceremonies likewife borrowed. 
Thefe, among the Grecians, may be traced, without much diffi- 
culty, to their Afiatick and Egyptian fourccs -f\ 

To the time when the Chaldeans held no inconfiderable rank 
among the fubjedts of the Perjtan empire, and when its numerous 
hofts had frequent, though not always amicable, intercourfe with 

• The affinity between the Perfian and the Greek and Chaldaick languages has been 
alluded to in another place, and ffiall be the fubjedt of a future publication. 

t “ Que la Grece ait ete peuple par des colonies de l’Orient et de l’Egypte, ce 
n’eft plus aujour’dhui unc verite conteftee,” &c. — Vide “ Eflai fur l’utilite des Langues 
Orientales pour la Connoiffance de l’Hiftoire Ancienne de la Grece.” Memoires de 
l’Acad. des Infcript. Vbl. VII. p. 219. — In this effay the ingenious author illuftrates, 
by means of the Chaldaick , Hebrew, and Phanician, (for he ufes not any other Oriental 
language), the very obfeure Grecian fable of Perfeus and the Gorgons, and explains the 
celebrated infeription on the tomb of Sardanafalus. 

It 
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the hardy veterans of the Grecian Rates, we may, perhaps, trace the 
affinity and refemblance found in their rcfpeCtive languages, their 
cuftoms, and religious ceremonies. 



Whilft I exprefs my hopes of being able, on a future occafion, 
to demonflrate the utility of the Oriental tongues, and particularly 
of the Perfian, in illuft rating many obfeure and doubtful paflages 
of the Claffick writers, I freely declare my opinion, that a know- 
ledge of the Grecian language, ancient hiftory, and mythology, is 
indifpenfably neceflary to him who would afpire to perfection in the 
Perfian, either as a linguift or an antiquary. Mutually reflecting 
light upon each other, thefe languages will rightly guide the ety- 
mologift through many a wearifome and intricate derivation, and 
enable the curious Orientalift to explore the dark recedes of An- 
tiquity. 

It were eafy to collect paflages from the works of the Perfian 
poets, in which, without much violence of conftruCtion, allufions 
might be difeovered to the rites of JewiJh and Grecian antiquity ; 
rites, we may fuppofe, common to the Perjians at one period, fince 
many are ftill to be found among them but (lightly difguifed by the 
changes of religion. 

From feveral paflages of this nature, which, in the courfe of 
reading, I have collected together, I (hall here feleCt one from that 
celebrated Epick Poem of Nizami, The Hi/lory of Alexander the 
Great. It occurs in the beginning of the chapter, intitled (accord- 
ing to fome manuferipts) joaLJ ylb 3 W 
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“ The battle of Alexander with Darius, and Alexander’s obtaining 
the victory.” According to other copies 

'* The fighting of Darius with Alexander.” This, in animated 
verfe, relates the fuccefs of the Macedonian Hero’s arms over thofe 
of Dar a in the battle which preceded the alfaflination of the Perfian 
monarch ; 



“ Deferted, in his utmoft need, 

“ By thofe his former bounty fed*.” 

a circumftance pathetically told in the fucceeding chapter, which, 
fiightly differing from the Greek and Roman hiftories, defcribes the 
melancholy cataftrophe that laid low the honours of the Great 
King ; or, according to the profane ftyle of Eaftem adulation and 
fervility, The King of Kings. The relation of this event is 
prefaced by the following lines, leading to that paffage which is 
the particular fubjedt of thefe remarks : 

2 oU } (jJ+* 

*0 

Jo oijj 
jltXj l AjJ 

bjJ jS aT 

«Xj<Xgl> ( 0 y Xii aT 



• Dryden’s Alexander’s Feaft. 
R 2 
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«x*T igjS j \~\j£ ajUj 
* «\iT c?jL *T ^ 
t *S\jL jl 

«\An0J Jj+tyl Jlol ^Ll 1^5* 

X *z&& ] j”u *r oub *r 

M!f.J rfj* f « 'bjt Cwwlgjj^. *> 

“ The graceful motion of the cerulean fphere. 

With its orbits, the Stars, and Moon, and Sun, 

Think not that they have been made for idle fport. 

Or that this fair curtain (the canopy of heaven) has been formed 
in vain. 

In this glorious web no thread is without its ufe. 

Though the end (or object) of it may be concealed from us. 

Who knows what is to happen to-morrow ? 

Or that which (hall yet remain in obfcurity ? 

Can we tell the man whofe affairs Fortune (hall direct ? 

Or him with whofe life Defliny fhall fport ? 

Can we point out him who to-morrow fhall be brought forth a life- 
lefs corpfe from his habitation ? 

Or him on whofe brow profperity fhall place a diadem ? 



# This diftich is not found in fome copies. 

t According to one copy jjf and to others (among which is the moft an- 

cient) OilgJ jijj explained by an interlinear note, as fignifying the fame with 
to fct going, to make current, to lend, &c. 

£ Some manufcripts want this diftich, which feems to lead, with great propriety, to 
the defcription of a battle. 
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Who knows, on this clay which we now trample under foot, 

What blood of heroes may have been flied ? ” 

\ 

The poet proceeds to relate, that the hoftile armies met at the time 
of day-break, or of fun-rife, which is thus figuratively defcribed : 

3 

tit? 1 oLi b 

3 

aIa ji ( . \>Xc 

Of this paffage, however we might expert, in the works of 
Nizami, much Oriental imagery, many metaphors, alleggries, and 
allufions, the fenfe would have been, on the firft reading, a little 
obfcure, had not fome Perfian commentators, in two manufcript 
copies, thought it neceffary to give a few explanatory notes, written 
in the margins and between the lines *. With their afliftance we 
may tranflate the diftich thus : “ (That) when the King of Cheen 
(the Sun) arofe in the mom, the Bridegroom of the Eaft (Eden) 
gave pearls (Stars) inftead of money.” 

Notwithftanding the Perfian explanation which I have given in a 
note, I acknowledge my ignorance of the (^,*e here mentioned, as 

# The notes are on (:J x^ oL£ which is explained by and in one 

copy, by the words In the other copy we are informed that 

is the fame as — Under is written — and over ( . yXc the 

word — whilft a marginal note tells us, that 

“ JE den is the name of a country where the Sun (firft) appears.” 
and (dur) is explained by o,Uu* ftars. 
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no writer of Iraun could poflibly allude to Aden in Arabia Felix, 
or to that part of Mefopotamia where the terreftrial Paradife is fup- 
pofed to have been lituated, as relatively Oriental. 



The Poet fpeaks of the Sun as the Prince of Cheen , or of the 
Eaflem Region ; the imperial bridegroom of the Eaft, who, having 
caufed by his prefence the liars to difappear, (which are defcribed 
as the pearls of heaven) is faid to have bellowed them inllead of 
money as a marriage portion to the mom. 



The fun is compared to a bridegroom in the following Hebrew 
pallage : 

yrb tojo w jnsriD nit jnra 

** (The Sun which) cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant (or llrong man) to run his courfe.” 

Pfalm. xix. 15. 

In the latter part of the dillich, (which only means that it was 
mom, that the Sun had arifen) an allulion is found to the cuftom 
at Perfian Nuptials, where the bridegroom bellows, among other 
prefents, a fmall fum of ready money on the betrothed damfel. 
This fum, among perfons whofe fortunes exceed not mediocrity, 
confills of ten or twelve tomans * in ready money, and is generally 
accompanied with two complete fuits of the bell apparel, ear-rings, 

* A Tom (in is about 2I. 1 os. of our money, but the value feems to have flu£tuated : 
it has been reckoned at 45, 46, 50, and 60 French livres. Vide Tavernier, Char- 
din, &c. Mr. Ives makes it equal to 3I. 6s. 8d. See his “ Voyage to India,” &c. 
Preface, p. xii. 
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bracelets, a ring, a mirror, &c. The pecuniary gift is called ^ 
tfJS ( Mehr-u-kabeen *). 

One form of nuptial con trad: among the ancient Ifraelites was the 
giving of a piece of money to the bride, and of certain pledges of 
love and honour, called Arrha and Arrhabo , — Such prefents 

Rebecca received on her marriage with Ifaac , “ a golden ear-ring of 
half a fhekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten fhekels 
weight of gold And “ The fervant brought forth jewels of 
filver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebecca J.” 
Such, as I before mentioned, are Hill the marriage gifts among the 
Perlians. 

Thefe gifts feem to have been ufually regulated by the father or 
friends of the bride. Schechem , the fon of Hamor, the Hivite 
prince, being paffionately in love with Dinah , the daughter of Ja- 
cob, fays to her brethren “ Let me find grace in your eyes, and 
what ye fhall fay unto me I will give. Afk me never fo much 
dowry ("1HC5) and gift, and I will give according as ye fhall fay 
unto me; but give me the damfel to wife ||.” 

* Sec Francklin’s Tour to Perfia, p. 109, &c.— Olearius’s Travels of the Am- 
baiTadors, tranflated by Davies, p. 327. — Sir Thomas Herbert’s Travels, 324, &c. 

t Genefis, xxiv. 22. 

X Genefis, xxiv. 53. — See the obfervations of the learned Schrader on the He- 
brew words and in his Comment, de Veftitu Mulierum Hebraearum. 

published by the celebrated Albeit Schultens. Quarto. Leyden, 1745. p. 60-187, &c. 

|| Genefis, xxxi v. 1 1, 1 2* The original Hebrew word for the dowry is retained 
in the Arabick or Perfian, ^IT 
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And we read in another place, that the fervants of Saul, by his 
defire, faid to David, (who had alleged poverty as an obftacle to 
his becoming the royal fon-in-law) “ The king defireth not any 
dowry 

The fame argument is ufed by a Grecian monarch tempting 
another hero to a matrimonial alliance. “ I have,” fays Agamem- 
non, “ three daughters in my well-ordered manfion, — Chryfothemis, 
Laodice, and Iphianaffa. Of thefe, let Achilles, without bellow- 
ing on her any dowry, take her whom he fhall moft like-f-.” 

T Se ( 4 oi s t<rt 9 vyotr^tq ev) pteya^u suTryKiu 
XgotroQepug, A otoStxrj, I <p)ctvot<r<rct 

Tecuv, i iv K) iQeXrjtn QiXijv avcteSvov ayec^u — 

The nuptial prefent, among the ancient Greeks, was called Efvov : 
alfo ct£px and afpa£o v, two names borrowed, like the cuftom of 
bellowing it,' from the Hebrews. There were befides the gifts 
etveutctXuifJtigla, or ^eu^rjyrx, lurjr’plcx., d§fypcaTa, and irgo<rQ§$yx]ijoiot, — 
all of them fo named, becaufe given on occafion of the new-mar- 
ried woman’s taking off her veil, and fuffering herfelf to be feen, — 
a favour generally conferred on the hufband and relations the third 
day after the wedding. 

The bridal veil of the Perfian ladies, made of red filk or muflin J, 

* I. Samuel, xvm. 25. + Homer. Iliad, ix. 144. 

£ Francklin’s Tour— -Olearius’s Trav. of the Amb.— Sir T. Herbert’s Trav. &c. 
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correfponds with that of the fame colour ufed by the ancient Greeks 
at their nuptials, and called savos, (which the Romans adopted under 
the appofite name Flammeum). Such alfo was the Hebrew 
which concealed the charms of the fair Rebecca from Ifaac until 
fhe became his wife *, and the which has been fuppofed to 

derive its name from an allufion to its reddifh colour -f-. 



The conducing of the bride, among the Perfians, in pompous 
proceflion to her future home, — the nuptial feaft, — the bathing,— 
the harmony of mufical inftruments,— the attendance of dancers, — 
and the decoration of the bridegroom’s houfe, — thus alluded to in 
a diftich of Nizami, fpeaking of his hero Alexander, 



uru •£ i *** 



would afford ample fubjedt for a continuation of the parallel between 
the marriage ceremonies and cuftoms of the Jews, the Greeks, and 
Perfians; but this Effay has already exceeded the bounds prefcribed* 

# Gencfis, xxiv. 65. 

t Schnedcr dc Vcftitu Mulierum Hebraearum. p. 65, &c. 



s 
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A Defcription of the Grotto of Camoens, at 
Macao , on the Coaji of China ; with a View. 
By Eyles Irwin, Bfq. M. R. I. A. 1793. 



THE talents and misfortunes of the celebrated Camoens feem to 
have borne fo equal a proportion, that it is difficult to pronounce, 
for, which he was the moft remarkable. If we look to the beauty 
of his images, the fpirit of his didtion, and the harmony of his 
numbers, every thing yields to the impreffion of his eminence as a 
poet, and pity itfelf is loft in admiration of the author of the Lu- 
fiad. But when the tragic volume of his life is unfolded to the 
eye ; when the bright dawn and opening promifes of his youth are 
contrafted with the perfecution and miferies that darkened his latter 
years, — we confider him as an objedt more unfortunate than great, 
and far lefs calculated to excite the pang of envy than compaffion. 
To this caufe, however, his excellence may be fafely attributed. 
While the want of patronage, or of bread itfelf, has been fuppofed 
to have animated the genius, and quickened the diligence, of various 
names of renown, the Lufitanian bard rofe under the weight of ac- 
cumulated misfortune; and, like the type which he difplayed on a 
memorable occafion, when he ftruggled in the Chinefe feas for life. 
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and the immortal work which he bore above the waves, is no com- 
mon evidence of the exiftence of a ruling providence. If his vifit 
to thofe diftant fcenes, which he was one day intended to celebrate j 
if his exile to an inhofpitable coaft, where he planned and finilhed a 
monument of letters, by which his name will live to after ages, — 
could be confidered as the work of chance, the important difcovery 
of Gama, and the epic poem of Camoens, can have no pretenfion 
to the fpirit of infpiration, or to the intimate connexion that was fo 
neceflary for their mutual reputation. 



The (ketch which I have the honour to prefent, will recall to the 
feeling mind the chequered lot of genius, whofe fublimity could 
not preferve it from the (hafts of malice, and whofe degradation 
was only wanting, to complete its triumph over a perfecuting world ! 
In this fecludcd fpot he found that peace which the court and the 
camp had alike denied him ; and to a Pagan nation he was indebted 
for that fecurity which he courted in vain among the Chriftians of 
the Eaft ! At once the boaft and reproach of his country, he ex- 
tended her renown on the confines of the Pacific Ocean j and the 
poem he produced in this retreat might make us cry out with the 
fympathetic bard. 



“ Yet, facred be the alien fpot, 
Where, by a fenfelefs world forgot, 
The Poet charm’d this diftant (hore 
With Epic tones unheard before ; 
And in a defert, doom’d to (hame, 
Rear’d his pyramid of fame ! 
s 2 
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T’ Amphion’s lyre fo fable gives 
The magic power by which he lives. 

And oft to Fancy’s penfive ear 
The fon’rous notes are full and clear, 

4 

As, coafting nigh the moonlight dell, 

The ftranger kens the Poet’s cell : 

Where warbled Love, or Wit the rhyme, 

Syrens from the birth of Time ! 

That tempt thro’ feas, with ftorms o’ercaft. 

To Immortality at laft.” 

The grotto of Camoens is pleafantly fituated on the wellem fhore 
of the promontory of Macao, and faces the harbour, which divides 
it on that fide from the mainland. This promontory is a narrow 
neck of land, whofe ftony and barren furface is only rendered ha- 
bitable by the fea breezes that blow from three quarters of the com- 
pafs, and fomewhat temper the natural heat of the climate. Of 
trees or verdure, there is but a fmall proportion j and to the pleafure 
grounds, in which the grotto has been enclofed, that proportion 
feems chiefly to have been allotted. To the tafte and enthufiafm of 
Mr. William Fitzhugh, one of the Company’s former Supercargoes 
at Canton, the poet is indebted for the prefervation of this memo- 
rial of his labours •, and the public, for the opportunity of paying 
their tribute at his flirine. A few acres have been here laid out to 
as much advantage, as a Angular diverfity of ground, Mid a romantic 
fcite, within fo narrow a compafs, would admit. The land border- 
ing the fea confifts of a ftrata of ftone, thrown here and there into a 
kind of Cromlech , whofe Ikeleton Hate, from which the equinoxial 



Digitized by ooQie 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 



1 797*1 



129 



rains have wafhed the foil, evidently denotes them to be the pro- 
ductions of nature. In the center of the area a more confiderable 
eminence appears, on which the principal Cromlech ftands, bearing 
on its fhoulders a temple, in the Chine fe tafle, that crowns the 
grotto of Camoens. This is merely an excavation in the rock be- 
neath, where: a profile of the bard has been fcratched on the wall, 
of no farther merit than to remind us of the genius of the place. 
Nothing can be more beautiful or extenfive than the view from this 
fpot. To the eaft and north it is, indeed, Iheltered by the ridge 
that interfe&s the promontory; but to the fouth, the city of Macao, 
with its fteeples and caftles, fill the eye, which, glancing to the 

weft, meets a profpeCt, diverfified with verdant ifles, and a line of 

/ 

woody and cultivated coaft, bounded by the majeftic Montagna, 
whofe pyramidical form and dark afpeCt add no fmall charm to the 
fcenery of Nature. From the moving objeCts in the harbour, 
which entertain for a while, the fpedlator turns with anxiety to the 
plantations below him, where the vigorous and curious productions 
of the Eaft fo enliven and adorn this piCturefque retirement, as to 
have rendered it the choice and admiration of his Excellency Earl 
Macartney during his fhort abode at Macao. 



That a fcene, and occafion, like this, fhould awaken the lym- 
pathy, and exercife the talent, of the poetical traveller, will furprife 
no feeling mind. To blend the effeCt with the caufe, and to make 
allowance for a fpontaneous tribute to the fufferings and merits of « 
the divine Camoens, is what the Author may fafely expeCt from 
the literary reader. 



<r 
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Sonnet to CamoensV Grotto at Macao. 

High-favour’d grot ! that on the jutting verge 
Of old Cathay, in fhades fequefter’d, plac’d, 

Saw, with the poet’s form, thy pavement grac’d, — 
Studious his lyre to epic heights to urge. 

This be thy fame — not that the wreath which age 
Weaves for thy region * with myfterious hands ; 

Nor yet th’ achievements of the daring bands •j', 

Whofe glory blaz’d, unrival ’d, on the ftage : 

Veil’d is her pride ! their fun is fet in ftiame ! 

But oft the pilgrim to this cell fhall ftray, — 

Still find the Poet living in his lay, 

While tafie and genius glow at Camoens’ name : 

Still, with thy votary, ftrew the fill with flowers, 

Their lot far happier own, but, ah I lefs bleft their powers ! 

* China. t The Portuguefe. 
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Curious Perjian Manufcript. 



IN the account of the Perfian Bulbul , given in the Oriental 
Collections, No. I. (p. 16), the extraordinary work of Zaka~ 
riah ben Mohammed ben Mahmood is quoted ; and it certainly is well 
intitled to the epithet extraordinary , for perhaps no volume of the 
fame bulk contains fuch a ftrange intermixture of real and fabulous 
hiftory, zoology, botany, geography, &c., &c. But the name of 
the author is imperfedlly given in the quotation above mentioned : 
he thus mentions it himfelf, (according to two fine copies I have 
examined) in the firft page of his book : 

uf tr f kr** 

** Thus fays the meaneft of fervants, Zakariah Ben Mohammed 
Ben Mahmood A1 Kamooly A1 Cazviny.” 

And he is generally known by the laft title, Al Cazviny , from 
Cazvin, his native place. The work itfelf is entitled Ajaieb al 
Makhlookat , fignifying in Arabic k -the Wonders of Creation — Mira - 
bilia Creaturarum, or, as D’Herbelot* renders it, Les Merveilles 

* Bib. Orient. Art. Jgiaib Almakbloukat. ■ 
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des Creatures. The author, in the fifth page of the Introduction, 
tells us, oUijLirJI .-oLsrc t_>UT i And the name of, this Book is 

Ajaieb A/makhloucat, &c. 



The author of this curious work flourilhed in the feventh century 
of the Hegira, and died about the year of Chrift 1275. He wrote, 
according to Monf. D’Herbelot, two other volumes ; neither, pro- 
bably, more interefting than that of which I particularly fpeak. 
The Ajaieb Almokhloucat contains feveral chapters, fubdivided into 
a multiplicity of feClions, in which every fcience is treated of ac- 
cording to the moil approved Oriental fy items , and every depart- 
ment of natural hiftory explored : Galen, Ariftotle, and Pliny, are 
often quoted. Intermixed with much fable, fome truth may be dis- 
covered. Several curious hiftorick anecdotes are unexpectedly found . 
among defcriptions of wells, mountains, or trees. With ilories of 
theSimorgh*, and winged dragons, are blended accurate defcrip- 
tions of a variety of real birds and ferpents. Whilft the deferts of 
Africa fumiih our author with a number of hideous and-monftrous 
imaginary creatures, he defcribes the quadrupeds and fifties of his 
own country in a pleafing and eafy manner. His account of metals 
and mines of jewels contains much curious information : and I have 
no doubt but the Botanift might derive confiderable benefit from the 
defcription of trees, ftirubs, flowers, herbs, &c., given by this in- 
genious writer. In Afiatick Geography his account of various 
mountains, rivers, celebrated fprings, &c., &c., would be extremely 
ufeful to any one engaged on that fubjeCt ; and thofe who are curious 

* The Simoigh, a fabulous bird of prodigious fize, laid to be endowed with fpeech, &c. 
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in aftronomy, mufick, arithmetick, medicine, aftrology, &c., will 
find a great fund of entertainment in the work of A l Cazvini. To 
the hiftorian and the antiquary, more interefting palfages will occur 
than could be expected in a book of this nature : in fhort, I know 
few Oriental works which offer to any ingenious tranflator a richer 
fund of materials for Ext rafts, of which it would fupply a large 
volume. 



The copy in my poffeflion is a fmall, but very thick, quarto ; 
containing above 8oo pages : fpaces are left for paintings every here 
and there, but unluckily they (till continue blank. I once faw a 
copy full of beautiful drawings, reprefenting all the beads, fifhes, 
birds, trees, flowers, monfters, &c., defcribed in the book: and a 
year ago, a very fine and perfedl copy, faid to contain above 300 
paintings, was to be fold in London, with a number of other Perfian 
manufcripts, brought from India by a Mr. Andrews. If what I 
have here faid, fhall induce fome ingenious Orientalift to eXtradt 
from the Ajaieb Al Makblookat the curious, entertaining, and inte- 
refting paflages, and to publifh them with (ketches of the original 
paintings, I have reafon to hope that he, and a variety of readers, 
would feel themfelves indebted to 

Anatolicus. 

Cambridge , 

April 1797. 
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Turkijb Extracts. 



AMONG the manufcripts of the Harleian Collection, depolited 
in the Britifh Mufeum, is one written in the Turkilh language, and 
in a moft beautiful Tailick hand, decorated with feveral extraordinary 
pictures, illuftrative of the ftrangc and wonderful narratives con- 
tained in the work, which is numbered in the catalogue 5500. — 
The following extracts will ferve as fpecimens of the whole. The 
fecrets of natural and occult philofophy feem alluded to in fome of 
the fables j more particularly the myfteries of the Philofopher’s 
Stone : but feveral of the anecdotes appear to be merely tranflations 
from fabulous Perfian treatifes, and are evidently imitations of that 
very curious and entertaining work, the Agiaieb-al-inakhlucat of Al 
Cazvini. Many, however, are original ; and fome, probably, have 
their foundation in reality. Of thefe Rories two are here given in 
the Turkilh, which will enable the reader to judge of the Ryle and 
nature of the work : 



“ It is (alfo) related that in the Egyptian Nile is the River Horfe; 
and when that horfe comes forth from the water, a certain viper of 
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thofe which abound on the banks of the Nile, contriving the 
deftrudtion of that horfe, coils himfelf up that he may bite him j 
but the horfe breathing on the ferpent, this creature falls into 
pieces.” 



( . yXi** gU»* » j iS ^ yij) ilXiSjj , .1 

,5)1 jJ 1^°^° «sv^^T <ji*j 

pjy V 1*0 o**? Ci.'*?' ,rb l 

tfpu yfl> uJixi j*v^i** f . j <vJ" jj* Jiji «•;»>» 

ju)«XiT UU> tSjisijS J5I ( . yX 3 >j 1 a* <5^ 

‘-b-s- t&itjy* <^b' £»U 

j i jl jJUL» teW? *<^yy s jj^b Jf^yS ^1 (^LX« 

ylwll , 1)1 AuyA j 4 *i)l jAXXJ tS 

** They fay that in Egypt, when the crocodile comes out of the 
river Nile, he places himfelf on the ftrand, and opens his mouth, 
when certain fmail birds, which are called Tooti, (a fpecies of per- 
roquet ) fly into his mouth, and devouring the little worms they find 
there, hover about him. Thefe worms occafion great pain to the 
crocodile, fo that he rejoices when the birds deftroy them, and re- 
mains quiet : and for this reafon the Divine Majefty has made them 
the food of thefe birds. The crocodile never hurts them, and feems 
to know the fervice they render him. It fometimes happens .that 
he gets upon a dry place, and fuffers from hunger; certain flies then 
fly into his mouth, which he devours, and is prefently fatisfied. 
But the people of that country, when they find him on a dry 
fpot, torment him fo cruelly that it cannot be exprefled. An old 

t a 
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crocodile, notwithftanding, never hurts or molefts a human crea- 
ture 



** It is_ related that in Andalufia\ there was a certain houfe, the 
door of which at all times was (hut. Whofoever became King in 
that country placed an oblong ftone at the door of that houfe, and 
fealed it with the royal feal. None of the Kings ever opened it, or 
faw what it contained, becaufe their fathers and grandfathers had 
declared in their fucceffive wills, that whoever fhould afcend the 
throne, and attempt to inquire into the fecrets of that houfe, Ihould 
fuffer for his ralhnefs by a grievous punilhment. It happened that 
a certain £>erfon, named Dirieu, became King of that country, and 
thinking that a treafure was concealed in the houfe, he anxioufly 
defired to open the door of it and examine its contents. When his 
courtiers and relations heard of it, they faid to him, “ None of 
the Kings who hitherto have reigned attempted to unlock this door: 
in their wills they have forbidden that it Ihould be opened. Be 
thou, O King, unwilling to open this houfe, left evil Ihould enfue; 
and we Ihall procure for thee, without opening it, whatever ad- 
vantages thou couldft expedt to enjoy from infringing the directions 
of thy predeceflors.” The King, attending not to the counfel of 
thofe wife men, unlocked the door, entered the houfe, and beheld 
two brazen horfes, on which fat two Arabian cavaliers bearing in 



* We are told, however, in another ftory, that this forbearance of the crocodile is 
only exerted within the precindts of Egypt : there, though the boys put the creature to 
cxceffive torture, he never hurts them ; but, when paft the borders of that country, he 
mangles and deftroys every man that foils into his power, 
t Often ufed for Spain in general by the Arabs. 
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their hands lances of various colours. Thefe ftatues were talifmans, 
which had been devifed of old, left the Arabs fhould invade and 
fpoil the country, — but with the condition, that whatfoever King 
fhould look on them, his empire fhould be torn from him. When 
Dirieu beheld thofe figures he was confounded ; and accordingly, 
not long after, an hoft of Arabs came, and. conquered and wrefted 
the empire from his hands.” 

M. Y. 



Conjectures on the Egyptian Original of the 
Word nrp, and on its primitive Signification in 
Greece; in a Letter from Granville Penn, 
Efq. to Major Ouseley. 

Ut Sylva foli is pronos mutantur in annos , 

Prima cadunt : ita verborum vetus interit at as , v 

Et juvenum ritu florent modo nata vigentque . Horace. 

Dear Sir, 

In conformity with the wifh you did me the favour 
of exprefling, I have ventured to put together fuch thoughts as 
fuggefted themfelves to me in illuftration of the etymology of the 
word nrt^x. (perra J, inquired after by your correfpondent who 
aflumes the fignature of Gr&culus*. I fear I have been tempted, in 
the progrefs of the inveftigation, to exceed the regular bounds pre- 
fcribed by the queftion propofed ; but if you fhould be of opinion 

* Oriental Collections, No. I. p. 90. 
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that the following argument is fuccefsfully maintained, I flatter my. 
felf it will thereby obtain a qualification for admiflion into your 
Colleftions ; one of the moil valuable purpofes of which appears to 
me to be that, of tracing out the various relations, both in hiilory and 
language, between the Eail and Weft, the ancient and modern, worlds. 

The paflage in which the word exifts, is to be found in the 
1428th verfe of Lycophron’s Cajfandra , and is as follows : 

KupeAAa S’iuv rr/Xodev poi£vpuvuv 

tire (> KUfjtx fijinstri, xifipu^ot d-'dirug 

<nuct xaXuiJ/si FIEPPAN, dpifiXuvav tr$Xa{. 

The Latin verfion renders it thus : 

“ Nubes etiam fagittarum procul emiflarum 
“ Supra caput ftabunt, et tanquam caligo 
** Umbra Solem teget, hebetans lucem.” 

“ A ftorm of arrows, hurtling from afar 
“ High o’er their heads, fhall, as a twilight fhade, 

“ Veil the Sun's orb and his effulgence dim.” 

Reichardus, the lateft commentator, thus interprets it : — “ partim 
“ fagittarum multitudine, veluti nube, Solem obfcuret.” 

I believe this interpretation of rrt^u, to fignify the Sun , is no 
where called in queftion. Tzetzes, in his Commentary, takes no 
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notice of the word ; but it is evident, from his context, that he 
underflood it in that fcnfe. Meurfius and Potter give it- that figni- 
fication ; and Canterus fays, “ ita videtur interpretanda vox iregw, 
“ quae nufquam extat alibi, &c.” 



In affigning an origin to this word, I have no hefitation in re- 
ferring it to the Egyptian as to the language from which it was 
derived; and the reafons which I'fhall produce for this decifion will, 
I trail, prove fatis factory to yourfelf and your readers. 

And firfl, an ordinary and colloquial word for Sol in Egyptian 
was, w/fij, pira *. This is obvious to whoever has cafl his eyes 
upon the firfl rudiments of Egyptian, or, as it is vulgarly called, 
Coptic, literature. See Kir cher's Ling. JEgyp. Rejlit. p. 250. IIIPH, 
Sol. See alfo JVoide's Lex. JEgypt. p. 83. “ Etenim ni-PH, pi-re, 

“ vel pi-ra , Aigyptiis dici Soleni, tritum vulgatumque eft ;” fays 
Jablonfki, Panth. JEgypt. proleg. p. 82. And we accordingly 
■meet with it repeatedly in the Coptic Pentateuch; as in Gen. xix. 
23, “ egreffus eft fuper terram, et Lot abiit in Segor.” So 
again Gen xxxvii. 9, “ Ecce vidi aliam vifionem. Putavi quafi 
** vipi et luna et undecim ftellae adorabant me.” And in Deut. 
xvii. 3, “ Et euntes ferviverint Diis aliis, et adoriverint vtp 7 et 
“ lunam, aut omnia ex omatu cceli, &c.” 



In the next place, Lycophron has, in feveral other inflances, in- 
duftrioufly fupplied his phrafeology, not only with ancient Greek 

• The Coptic « is equivalent to the Englilh a before a confonant, and to 1 before a 
vowel. IVoide ' s Gramm. Copt. p. I. 
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